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Abstract:

The archive is one of the most important components of the national
heritage of any country, and it is the official memory that preserves
its culture and history. In addition, the archive is created as a result of
collecting, preserving and making available information written on
all sources of information of any kind and form, including digital
sources of information. In view of the importance of the archive and
its vital role in preserving the heritage and culture of the nation, states,
governments and institutions have worked to prepare the necessary
means to ensure the collection, preservation and availability
knowledge for current and future generations. This study aims to
provide a conceptual framework for building a digital archive of web
resources available on the Saudi domain. The study used content and
document analysis approach, and a review of what was done in the
field of archiving the contents of the digital web by identifying the
most prominent international experiences practices and
benchmarking. In addition, it analysed the characteristics of the Saudi
digital content available on the web. The results shows that there is
no digital archive that collects, preserves and archives web contents
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available on the Saudi domain. The total domains available are
approximately 83,109 domains, covering various domains. The
contents of the web vary between official and unofficial contents.
Furthermore, the results indicates that the process of archiving web
contents can be done mostly automatically through the use of many
technical tools such as WayBack tool, Archive-It tool, Heritrix tool,
and Wget tool. Moreover, the findings reveal that there are many
challenges facing this project including the huge size of web contents,
files formats, closed contents, intellectual property rights, as well as
other challenges. The study concludes with several
recommendations, and it argues that the proposed project can
contribute to enhancing the digital presence of Saudi content on the
Internet in international digital indicators, as well as achieving some
of the objectives of Saudi Vision 2030 in relation to digital
transformation.
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