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The Nature of the Reader and its Impact on the Structure 

 of the Literary Text 

Dr. Mustafa Muhammad Taqi Ullah Bin Mayaba 

Abstract: The field of “literary criticism” is classified among the sciences that are connected to 
art, and despite its continuous attachment to the literary arts, most of the literary studies relate to the 
direct idea presented by the critic without looking at the format of the critical text itself, and the 
nature of the receiver addressed in the literary text. Based on this, this research has taken the 
opposite course to highlight the type of reader of the critique and his/her impact on the structure of 
that critique, and so this study provides – in the light of scientific and objective standards –an 
analysis of the critique on two levels: 1. The level of format and what in includes in terms of 
phrases, structures, conciseness, and details, and 2. The level of content reflected in the critic’s style 
in presenting his topic and the methods of persuasion he uses. This study aims to prove that the 
nature of the reader addressed in the critique impacts the format of the critique, and that a text 
authored for an unknown reader differs in its format and content from that which addresses a reader 
who is absent minded or who agrees with the writer’s point of view. And so that the study evolves 
from just an idea into an applicable study it has focused in its theoretical method on the two 
concepts of the “reader type” according to the German critic VolvoghangAyzer, and the “intended 
reader” according to Murad Mabrouk, it then focused in its application stage on an analysis of the 
views of four of the modern critics with different views on the topic of Nostalgia for the Past in the 
poem/muallaqaof Imru’ Al-Qays. 

Keywords: reader, critique of the critique, nostalgia, Ayzer, Imru’ Al-Qays, the theory of 
receiving. 
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