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The Attribution of an Illegitimate Child in Islamic Jurisprudence 

Dr. Bandar Bin Abdul Aziz Al-Yahya 

Abstract: One of the greatest concerns of Islamic family law is the preservation of lineage, 

because of the serious effects it has on establishing the mahram relationship which prohibits 

marriage between relatives, breastfeeding rulings, custody, guardianship, maintenance, and 

inheritance. It is for this reason the jurists have established lineage as a Sharii right which cannot be 

done away with by the spouses at the time of the contract. This research presents the confusion over 

attributing an illegitimate child to his/her father, in order to provide possible alternatives to the 

challenges faced, and to explore other avenues starting from the available texts and the rules and 

purposes of the Shariah, whilst taking into consideration the privacy of social situations and the 

Islamic presence. Some of the research results are as follows: the importance of paying attention to 

the cause of difficulty in establishing lineage to the parents, helping in the stability of the family 

unit, so that society is not susceptible to cases where there is confusion over the parents’ lineage, 

and establishing legal and judicial rules that assist in solving matters as opposed to making them 

worse, so it takes into consideration the Quranic verses, the noble ahadeeth, and the ijtihad of the 

jurists, all in a manner that suits the changing societal dynamics. 

Key words: Islamic jurisprudence, lineage, illegitimate children, family, society. 
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