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Five-Letter Nouns in The Taj Al-Aroos Dictionary by Al-Zubaidi (d.1205 H)
A Structural Study in Light of Evidence

Prof. Al-Bandari Al-Ajlan

Abstract: The idea of this research stemmed from the lack of proportion between five-letter
bare structures and the derivative nature of the Arabic language, along with the tendency of Arabic
to shorten and summarise. This research adopted the idea that the bare five-letter structure is nothing
but a derivative of what is less than it structure-wise and with which there is a shared meaning and
significance, and so this research extrapolated the bare five-letter structures from the Taj Al-Aroos
dictionary by Al-Zubaidi, and the total number of nouns amounted to eighty-three five-letter nouns.
The research then applied the theory that five-letter structures are derivatives of shorter structures,
and it became clear that this was in fact the case, as forty four of those nouns go back to a three-
letter origin with two extra letters from the (sa'altumuneeha) letters, or a four-letter origin with an
extra letter of the same, and in six other words there was an extra letter from (sa'altumunecha) and
another repetitive letter. Also found during the research was that the Arabic language laid the
foundation of its continuity and development by establishing rules that allow the lengthening of
words whilst preserving its inclination towards shortening and economising on the choice of words,
and so it uses the concept of 'naht' and treats two words as one noun as shown in twenty-one words,
and incorporated in its language twelve supposed foreign language nouns according to the agreed
structures. The agreed upon five-letter structure by the grammarians is the most suitable mould to
accommodate the longer 'manhoot' and 'muarrab' structures. It was revealed in the research that what
is described as a bare five-letter structure has undergone linguistic and social changes, as to the
linguistic changes, they are like place switching and linguistic substitution. And as to the social
changes, many people have abandoned the use of five-letter structures except for certain words that
are connected to their environment and life.

Key words: Rooting - five-letter structures- the letters in (sa'altumuneeha) - connotation - letters
of fluency.
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