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The Quadriliteral Bare Verb in The Layman's Speech:
a Study of Roots

Abstract: In the name of Allah, praise be to Allah, and prayers and peace be upon the
Prophet Muhammad, his family, and companions. The study of the quadriliteral bare verb
in vernacular Arabic aims to re-link it to its source in classical Arabic- even if we are
unable to find its match in old dictionaries - through using the signifier in order to reach
the root verb, be it trilateral or quadrilieral. And how it reached its current form? And how
is it based on the pattern (J8) that is specific to the bare quadriliteral verb? The aim of
this research was not to re-connect vernacular Arabic to classical Arabic as this is well
known by the specialised community. Rather, the aim of this research is to show that
vernacular Arabic follows the principles of formal Arabic in conjugating the bare
quadriliteral verb, and to present the effects of vernacular development on the verb as well
the linguistic changes that have occurred to it.

As to the purpose behind using vernacular Arabic as the scientific subject of the paper,
that is because vernacular Arabic serves classical Arabic. People nowadays use vernacular
Arabic as their first language in which they think and speak, and classical Arabic takes the
position of the second language, and their classical language stock is therefore small. This
is because they exclude many vernacular words from classical Arabic thinking that it does
not belong to classical Arabic, and they relay instead on the few classical words they have
memorised, and this has resulted in a great degree of weakness in using classical Arabic.

Key words: rooting, bare quadriliteral verbs, increase, attachment, substitution,
position substitution, carve.
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