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The Interpretation of Definitive Matters and Islamic Texts by The
Usoolis; Apostasy as an Example

Abstract: One of the conditions of any Shariah principle is that it must be
qati'/definitive so that it may not be subjected to any difference of opinion or opposition.
Having said this, there are also certain Shariah matters or issues that are thanny/probable
in nature thus making the Shariah applicable to all places and times. Where the Shariah
ruling is considered gati/definitive it consequently cannot be interpreted or questioned
e.g. the ruling on murder, adultery, theft, banditry, and various other rulings. Therefore,
knowledge of these gati/definitive rulings narrows down the differences of opinions
within the ummah.

Since the topic of apostasy has long since attracted questions and doubts surrounding
the need to implement the Aadd/punishment for apostasy, I attempted to demonstrate the
qati'/definitive nature of the ruling of apostasy, and respond to various doubts being
raised. The research methodology used is the objective analytical approach.

The most important findings of this research are as follows:

1. The rarity of a shari' text which is gat'i/definitive in nature.

2. There exists no contradiction between gat'i texts whatsoever.

3. There is no contradiction between maslahah and Shariah texts.

4. No value is given to whoever disparages the punishment of apostasy and attempts
to question it.

5. Responding to the deniers of the ruling of apostasy.

Recommendations:

1. The importance of highlighting and explaining certain gati’ rulings which tend to
raise doubts and suspicions especially with the availability of information nowadays.

2. There are also suspicions raised about the ruling on the cutting of thieves' hands,
and I hope similar matters are studied and dealt with.

Keywords: Qat’/definitive, usooli, apostasy, gati’ texts.
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