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Acoustic phenomena for (Yanbu) dialect and its linguistic origin 

Abstract: This study deals with the acoustic behaviors of the regional dialect spoken 
in Yanbu which constitute special markers in the wide local dialect range. The study also 
tries to provide historical analysis for the acoustic phenomena of this dialect in order to 
comprehend its linguistic development and evolution throughout history. tbc 

In order to achieve this scientific purpose, the study highlights the most scientifically 
important acoustic phenomena in this dialect. These include the following: emphasis of 
the (a) sound, phonetic substitution of (s) to (s*), (ð) to (d), (h) to (w), (q) to (γ), (γ) to (q) 
and (θ) to (t), in addition to various other  substitutions.     

In conclusion, the most important findings of the study are as follows; dialectal rules 
do not necessarily follow the ‘easier is better’ principle, and may include difficult 
pronunciations such as the emphasis on the (a) sound, as well as the phonetic substitution 
of (s) to (s*). This is evidence that the formation of dialects is not solely reliant on the 
linguistic factor, and is influenced by many other complex factors.  

Key words: language, phenomena, acoustic, dialect, Yanbu, substitution. 
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