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The Impact of the Corona Pandemic on the Features of Narrative Characters:
(A Diary of a Doctor in the Time of Corona by Amna bou Saidi) as a Model -
""An Analytical descriptive Study"

Prof. Abdulrahman bin Ahmad Alsabt

(Received 09/12/2021; accepted 07/02/2022)

Abstract: This study seeks to highlight the most important features of narrative characters and
their dimensions, pictured by the writer, in the time of the Corona pandemic. It also points out the
relationships between those dimensions and the other elements of narrative through the studied
memoirs.

The nature of the research necessitated dividing it into an introduction and a preface where the
concept of narrative character and its function is explained; “Corona” pandemic, and a brief
overview of the novelist, Doctor Amnah Bou Saidi, and her novel entitled: “A Diary of a Doctor in
the Time of Corona” have been addressed. The analysis has been handled in the following two
parts:

In the first part, the study approaches the types of characters in the novel “A Diary of a Doctor
in the Time of Corona” including both main and minor characters. Then, in detail, it points out the
dimensions of each character according to their appearance in the novel, whether they are physical,
psychological, intellectual, or social dimensions. Moreover, the impact of those dimensions on the
formation of the character has been highlighted.

In the second part, the study identifies the relationship of the characters with other narrative
elements such as event, time, and setting.

Finally, the study concludes that the writer has clearly focused on the character of the “Doctor”
in managing the events of the novel that ends with her death from “Covid 19”, explaining the
seriousness of the pandemic that befell Tunisia, where the events of the novel took place and where
many people have lost their lives because of this serious global pandemic.

key words: Pandemic, Corona, Covid 19, Diary, Novel, Bou Saidi.
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