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Textual Enallage in Isolation Literature
""A Diary in the Time of the Coronavirus"
by Naglaa Matari As a Model

Dr. Fatima bint Saleh bin Jasir Al Qubaisi

(Received 15/02/2022; accepted 29/03/2022)

Abstract: The Coronavirus has left its mark on all human aspects, and the signs of its
emergence has extended to social relations. Literature is the mirror of the era. Therefore, Covid has
had its impact on literature and writers, on vocabulary and styles.

The enallage method is a rhetorical phenomenon that the speaker employs to achieve various
objectives, including attracting attention, as it consists of violations of the linguistic pattern. This
aims to change the addressee's pronoun, time, number of addressees, intertextuality with another
text, recall characters or correspondence of the senses.

This research aims to study textual enallage and employ the gains of this cognitive field to re-
read the rhetoric of enallage in the diaries that were written in the period of isolation. (A Diary in
the time of the Coronavirus) by Dr. Naglaa Matari, winner of Isolation Literature contest award,
was chosen. The contest, which is one of the Saudi Ministry of Culture’s initiatives, aims to
transform the pandemic into a creative catalyst that encourages rebuilding the concept of isolation
and consolidating its aesthetic and recreational significance as well as lifting the illusion of worry
and distress accompanying its meaning and stereotypical connotations. This means encouraging the
transformation of isolation in the collective mind from a negative influencer to an effective one and
a productive of a creative experience.

Keywords: enallage, text linguistics, Coronavirus, isolation literature, diaries.
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