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The Image of The Place and Its Implications in The Story Collection
(Objects in The Mirror Are Closer Than They Appear) by Suleiman Al-
Maamari: An Analytical Study

Mrs. Nora M. F. Q. Elkhanji

(Received 12/09/2021; accepted 18/10/2021)

Abstract: The study is concerned with setting, its form, design, and significance in the 2006
short-story collection "Objects in the Mirror are Closer than They Appear " by the Omani author,
Sulieman Al-Muammari. Each of these stories include a number of places with similar significance
in some instances, and conflicting in others. These places can be classified into different patterns:
open and closed; static and dynamic; natural and artificial; local, Arab, and Western. Setting
exchanges influence with moving characters inside and outside such places. It also controls the flow
and course of events. From there, setting has a central role in the aforementioned short-story
collection, as it reflects its significance on the whole text in many instances, and on some parts of
the text in other. It casts its implications over the narrative elements. In some of these stories the
place turns into an I-narrator or a character through personalization techniques. Some of these places
were very attached to the Arab environment as a civilized and emotional extensions to the
characters. Some other places belong to modern Western civilization, to signify the "other" place,
like a mirror reflecting the psychological condition of expatriates in the stories. It is a frequent
feature in the stories. The places that appeared in the stories and are dealt with, analytically, in this
study are: the natural places: the desert - the sea - the cave, the places of means of transportation and
travel: the plane - the car - the train - the departure hall / airport, cities and villages: the city - the
village - Baghdad, and the parts of the house: the room - the sink, and other places: the school - the
psychiatrist's clinic.

Keywords: short stories, modern criticism, places, Omani narration.
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