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Ruling on singing and the usage of musical instruments in the Islamic fiqh  

Abstract: In the name of Allah, the most Gracious, the most Merciful. and peace and 

blessings be upon His Messenger, his family, companions and allies. 

This is a research paper regarding the ruling on singing and the usage of musical 

instruments in the Islamic fiq’h. It aims to define the concept of singing as per the 

linguists and fuqaha’, then state the ruling on singing in the following situations; firstly, if 

it is stripped off musical instruments, secondly, if it is accompanied with musical 

instruments, thirdly, the ruling on singing in certain circumstances and specific times like 

the days of eid, weddings, upon the return of a traveler, etc, and fourthly, the ruling of the 

usage of certain sound effects and tunes.  

The research methodology used in writing this paper is to present the opinions of the 

scholars on the matters set forth herein, especially the scholars of the four schools of fiqh, 

to mention the evidence of each opinion or view, and to formulate my conclusion on the 

rulings based on the discussion presented of the rejected views. This will be done by 

referring to the original sources as much as possible, attributing verses to the relevant 

surahs and stating the authenticity of the ahadeeth mentioned.  
This research reached various conclusions including the following:  

- Singing is defined by the linguists and fuqaha as: Reciting poetry loudly whilst 

trilling to improve the sound in a joyful way. Thus ‘singing’ according to this 

definition need not be accompanied with musical instruments in order for it to be 

considered as such. 

- Some scholars consider alhudaa’, which are songs used to drive camels, and alnasb, 

songs recited by the Bedouins, as singing, but singing is classed differently are cut 

more in a way that is more joyful. 

The preferred opinion regarding the ruling of singing which is stripped off musical 

instruments is that it is permitted with several conditions. As to singing that is accompanied 

by musical instruments, then the preferred view is one of prohibition according to the 

majority of scholars. However, the daff is an instrument that is permitted in happy occasions 

like weddings, and upon the return of a traveler, etc. Also, sound effects are forbidden if 

their sounds are identical or similar to the sounds produced by musical instruments 

especially where the listener finds it hard to differentiate between them.  

Keywords: judgment, singing, musical instruments, Islamic, fiqh.  
* * * 
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