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The semiotics of rain in the hadiths of the Prophet

Dr. Ahlam bint Mansour Alhomaid Alqahtani

(Received 08/10/2019; accepted 05/01/2020)

Abstract: This study explores the semiotics of rain in the hadiths of the Prophet. The
significance of rain in these hadiths is noteworthy, prompting a thoughtful analysis of the language
used to describe rain and an examination of the aesthetic elements in its utilization. The research
focused specifically on authentic and reliable prophetic hadiths that mention rain or related terms.
Fifteen hadiths, each containing references to rain, formed the basis of this study. I have opted for
the critical approach using the discourse analysis methodology coupled with a semiotic perspective.
This choice stems from a keen focus on meaning, the exploration of word connotations, and a
successful analytical approach. The study specifically draws upon the interpretive semiotics
pioneered by Umberto Eco. The research was structured into several components, including an
introduction, a preface, three main sections, a conclusion, and a comprehensive list of sources and
references. In the introduction, there was a clarification of the significance of both the superficial
structure and the deep structure in the semiotics of interpretation. The three main sections delved
into the predominant connotations associated with rain in the hadiths of the Prophet. These
connotations encompassed the ideas of watering, fear, and joy. The conclusion succinctly
encapsulated the key findings derived from the research.

Keywords: semiotics, rain, prophetic hadith, surface structure, deep structure.
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