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Jurisprudential Rulings Related to the Funeral of a Non-Muslim in Muslim Lands:
A Comparative Jurisprudential Study

DR.Suud Bin Farhan Muhammad al-Hablani al-Anzi®

(Received 01/09/2019; accepted 07/10/2019)

Abstract: This study, titled "Jurisprudential Rulings Related to the Funeral of a Non-Muslim in
Muslim Lands - A Comparative Jurisprudential Study," aims to:

1.Clarify the Islamic legal rulings concerning the funeral prayer, washing, shrouding, burial, and
visitation of a non-Muslim'’s funeral.

2.Highlight the differences between the funeral of a non-Muslim who is a relative and one who
is not.

3.Demonstrate the tolerance of Islam in respecting human beings regardless of their religion or
race, whether alive or deceased.

The study holds significant importance in the field of jurisprudence, as it pertains to a crucial
aspect of Islamic jurisprudence, namely "funerals." The issues discussed are relevant across
different eras and locations, focusing specifically on the rulings related to the funeral of a non-
Muslim, known to be an unbeliever, in Muslim lands. There is a need for people to understand
Islamic rulings on this matter.

The research employs inductive, deductive, and analytical methods in accordance with scientific
research standards.

Key findings of the study include:

1.The preferred opinion is that it is permissible for a Muslim to wash and shroud the body of a
non-Muslim relative, demonstrating Islam's respect and honor for human beings. -
2.Scholars unanimously agree that it is not permissible to perform the funeral prayer or
supplicate for a deceased non-Muslim, as it would not benefit them and contradicts their beliefs, -
and is not legislated in Islam.

3.The preferred opinion is that visiting the graves of non-Muslims for contemplation is -
permissible.

4.1t is permissible for a Muslim to bury a non-Muslim who is not a relative if there is no one

else to do so.

5. A Muslim is permitted to bury their non-Muslim relative.

Key recommendations include:

1. Further studies on the sanctity and honor of human beings in Islam, both alive and deceased.

2. Organizing conferences and seminars to enrich this aspect with diverse research.

3. Enhancing the role of media in spreading the message of Islam's respect for human life and

the protection of human rights.
Goeaed

(1) Associate Professor of Figh and Usul at the College of Education and Arts, Northern Border University.

Email: drsaudf@hotmail.com
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