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Abstract:

This study dealt with milestones of the Saudi leadership’s efforts to
support the library and information process, with a focus on the
developments that took place during the reign of King Abdulaziz, the
era of King Fahd, and the era of King Abdullah as selected models
for the material and moral support that the information sector
enjoyed. To achieve the goal of the study, the historical method was
used as the most appropriate approach to addressing the subject in
question. The required information was collected from many sources,
including the extrapolation of various historical documents in both
Arabic and English, and a review of the orders issued by the Saudi
government regarding libraries, as well as official decisions closely
related to the subject. The results of the study showed that the period
of the reign of King Abdulaziz witnessed the prosperity of libraries
of all kinds despite the difficulty of that period. The reign of King
Fahad, witnessed the crystallization of the academic concept of the
library and information profession, as the modern concept of the
library emerged tangibly. As for King Abdullah’s era, it was marked
by interest in developing the information issue. This interest was
manifested in many forms, including the printing, publishing and
distribution of books, encouraging researchers and authors, and
holding local and foreign book fairs.
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