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Towards a List of Academic Terms in Contemporary Arabic:
A Study Based on Records

Dr. Saleh Al-Usaimy and, Dr. Abdul Muhsin Ath-Thubaity

Abstract: The lists of common and specialised terms in foreign languages, and especially
English, have received great attention due to the benefit they have for the speakers of that language
as well it's learners. And despite the interest of Arabic studies in the lists of common words, the
interest in common lists based on records or specialised lists is almost non-existent especially when
it comes to the academic language.

To fill this gap, this study presents a list of words used in the academic field in Arabic based on
two records created for the purpose of this study. The first record contains over 15 million words
and covers six academic areas; education, information, libraries, usool al-figh, jurisprudence,
linguistics, science, and engineering. The second record is a press code covering various press areas
which were collected from newspapers published in fourteen Arab countries in excess of 10 million
words.

The study relied on extracting the distinctive words from each academic field through a
comparison between its records and press records then revealing the special common words between
the academic fields. This work resulted in 741 words post review and refinement. This study
recommends the urgency of establishing larger and more diverse Arabic academic records, and also
establishing other lists for academic terms by using the same methodology followed in this study, or
any other scientific methodology that is accepted in the scientific community. It further recommends
including the spoken content in lectures, scientific debates, and scientific conferences, to the
academic record.

Key words: academic vocabulary - linguistic academic records - extracting distinctive words -
common lists.
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