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The Efforts of Abdul Qahir Al-Jurjani
in The Scale of Contemporary Criticism

Dr. Umar Bin Abdul Aziz Al-Mahmoud

Abstract: This study seeks to uncover the theories of criticism by the most important few
contemporary critics who studied and greatly comprehended the work of Abdul Qahir in his two
famous books. They also pointed to the value and impact of these books in an attempt to present,
interpret, evaluate, and study them analytically and critically.

One of its most important objectives: is to reveal the most prominent rhetorical and critical
efforts by Abdul Qahir, to compile the different stances of the most prominent contemporary critics
as well as their views (that are scattered within their literary production) on these efforts, to present
them all in one study, to highlight the views of of the most prominent contemporary critics on the
efforts of Abdul Qahir in his two books (Dala'il Al-I'jaz) and (Asrar Al-Balaghah), and to study,
analyse, comment, and provide a critical view around the same.

The approach used in this study is the inductive method that tries to trace all the angles of the
view of any given critic, and seeks to extrapolate all the positions in his book. The study also uses
the analytical approach that presents these incidents and views, and provides them with an/a
examination, explanation, analysis, and commentary.

The most important results: the exaggeration of Taha Hussain in more than one place regarding
the strong effect of Aristotle and the Greek culture on Abdul Qahir, disputed his recognition that
Abdul Qabhir is the one who established the rules of Arabic prose and its construction. Another result
is revealing the special attention given by Muhammad Mandoor to the methodology used by Abdul
Qahir in discovering the theory of writing, and it is the methodology of linguistic criticism.

Also, one of the findings of this study is that Muhammad Ghunaimy Hilal believes that Abdul
Qabhir did not approve those who prefer meaning over wording, but rather he was a proponent of
wording in terms of its significance in the clarity of the literary image. Further, Abdul Qahir stands
at the limits of beauty when evaluating a literary image without regarding the meaning per se.

Amongst the most important recommendations: the importance of taking interest in the views of
the critics regarding the effort made by Abdul Qahir in the fields of rhetoric and criticism. The study
also recommends the importance of revising the extent of the effect Greek criticism had on Arabic
criticism, and not to follow those to exaggerate the impact.

Key words: effort - criticism - Abdul Qahir - Al-Jurjani - scale - contemporary.
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