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Prayer During The Forbidden Hours
A Comparative Juristic Study

Dr. Al-Bandari Bint Abdullah Al-Julayyil

Abstract: Allah has obligated the five prayers and established for them specific times. He has
also recommended the nawafil or voluntary prayer throughout the day and night for he who is
present as well as the traveller. But there are specific times that are considered forbidden according
to various ahadeeth, and these ahadeeth also mention the reasons behind considering these hours
forbidden. These times (prayer during the forbidden times) are the subject of this research and they
are five: during sunrise, during sunset, when the sun is in the middle of the sky, after Asr prayer, and
after the morning prayer.

And what pushed me to write this topic is it's importance, and the need for people to know its
ruling, so that they perform this aspect of worship in the correct manner. And this is the aim of this
study; to clarify the forbidden hours and explain the ruling of praying during those hours, in a
contemporary research that follows the analytical comparative approach.

The most important results of this research are: maintaining and establishing prayers
necessitates performing them during their established hours, and that the preferred opinion as to the
forbidden hours is that they are five; during sunrise, during sunset, when the sun is in the middle of
the sky, after Asr prayer, and after the morning prayer.

Also, the prohibition of praying after Asr and after the morning prayer is related to the action of
praying itself, so the forbidden hour is not only related to the specific time. Another important
reason behind the forbidden hours is to oppose the disbelievers in their hours of worship and not
imitate them. And the general impermissibility of praying (even with a reason) during the forbidden
hours; as prohibition dictates impermissibility and orders dictate that an act is recommended, and
leaving an impermissible act takes precedence over performing a recommended act. And the
permissibility of praying on a funeral after the morning prayer until the sun has risen, and after Asr
prayer until the sun sets. As well as the permissibility of making up the sunnah of fajr after the
morning prayer before sunrise. And the disapproval of praying without a reason during the
forbidden hours.

One of the most important recommendations is: conducting more research on the timings of
prayers and fasting, and explaining the rulings on performing acts of worship during those times,
both in Muslim countries or otherwise.

Key words: prayer - forbidden - time - recommended - obligatory - reason.
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