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 Non-verbal Communication Skills in The Prophetic Sunnah 

Abstract: Any person interacting with others uses a continuous combination of verbal 

and non - verbal languages, and each of these two human interaction languages has its 

own aspects and features that affects a person’s relationships with others, depending on 

how well s/he employs the mechanisms of each.  

When one stands to express himself, his or her body also talks and engages with 

others, whether in a voluntary on involuntary manner. This is termed non-verbal language, 

a language not spoken by the tongue, but instead performed by one's body.  

As verbal language has its own features and effects, non - verbal language is no less 

powerful and effective in directing individuals and groups, and it is for this reason that 

this research was chosen to highlight the aspects of the non - verbal language present in 

the Prophet Muhammad's - pbuh - communication,  through which the skill and ability of 

the Prophet Muhammad - pbuh - in using such language is evident. 

This effectiveness can be seen in using the best suited non-verbal language in the right 

place, without any lack thereof or excessiveness, depending on the need of the situation.  

It was not easy to delve into this topic, due to the difficulty of categorising ahadeeth 

based on the principles of communication found in the books on communication skills, 

which led to the imposition of sub - parts more compatible with the sunnah of the Prophet 

- pbuh -, so body language was divided into: distant communication (without touch) and 

communication with touch. And this is what I did not come across in the various books on 

communication, but it encompasses the seerah of the Prophet - pbuh - and is more 

effective in organising the research, and is also easier for the lay reader.  

Keywords: skills - non-verbal - the knowledge of communication - visual communication 

- audio communication - the language of things - body language. 
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eT���A�� �/r=\��@� �'� h�8 ,:� R&Fa� ,�&��: �F&\ �&�� ���� ?�'? eT��� : �&�

 ����&8 ��Q&�� ���8e-*��&� �&� e-��&���� �? +&=8 �/r=&\�, e&TJ �&8"  e&x? 
�9>0� ��LJ��,e-�>?" eT��A' �n�=��� K*$ ��,J , �&' �&�� �&c$�a� �&F�" 

 ��&&_���eT��&&A� ,F�� $�&&A�  R&&= �&&�� <�����&&� ]�&&8 �&&N/ 7&&�� �&&�X� 
 ����� �� #$�n0����,N���  ���J �� �J  �R�=�F��   iK ����  �h� �A �J:  �e& iT���� R&�/��  i? ��&�' �?  ��&�� ���� �& ���� 

 ���F �\  ����� �:  ������ �� ���,�F- ���� �J$ #�)�J"   ��&� �&� ����=� *����� 7Fa��� ��Vr� �-
 �&��: +&aJ ��� ��AJ����&2["  �&� �/���&>�J ,K"Q&� �"Q&N� �? �&� K�&��� �ً
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 KQ- ���� �V��� �&��: +&aJ �J�� ]�8 e:[ 
�_�" � 7&�� 7&Fa��� h�%&�
 �h�� ً̂ ����,������ �Q- +B� $��,� �F�� E 

 e� �8"�0� h�%� ���: 7�� $�,/$"�&N� �&595 �� :�&T�"?  :$�&,/0� 
��� �Q&- �&� #
��&�� �9�I&' �&�[�� #���&n #$�=a' R �����&T�/�5" ,+&a : $��&,���

�TB��5" ,����� : ���@�$�,/0� ���� #$�nI' </�a��+a��� R�/ � E 
.�B�� h�B���.�B�� h�B���.�B�� h�B���.�B�� h�B���::::     ��:?e���Z��� �� #�&��- R'?   h�&8:�  �h�& �8  ih�& i> �$ 

 �p�   �S �" i�&& �>� �N��  �S �" �� i�&& �2��F��  �S �" �� iL&& �!��= ��  �S �" �" i��'� ��&& ��  �S �"  ��&&�= ��  �e i, iL&& �a�' 
 ��7��  ��&���'  ��& �a�', ��&i/� iV �"  �*�&�= ��  �p� �&/ً� �� �:��,  ie�� ��& i� ��� �& i:�?  �e�� ��& i� ���  �S  i�& i��� � ��  �S �" 

 i� i� iQ ����  �S �"  iK i� �A �N��, ^ �� �A���� ��F i-� �- , i�� ��i� �" i�� ��i� �" i�� ��i� �" i�� ��i� �"    7����7����7����7����     �K �$ �� �\ �K �$ �� �\ �K �$ �� �\ �K �$ �� �\     �M �9�5 �M �9�5 �M �9�5 �M �9�5     �3� �� �� �3� �� �� �3� �� �� �3� �� ��,  �1 �� �N�'  �m �� ��� 
 ����  �� ��&��  ���?  ��& �A �N��  iK�& �:�?  ��� �e�� ��& i�&V , �+  �e�� ��& i� ��� 7&�� ��  �e�� ��& i� ���  ��� ��& ��  i�& i� �*  i�& i�� �� �" 

 i� ic �� �� �"�E 
e��&&� h�&&8":� �R�F �5 ��&& �N �&&i' �?  �� �-�&& �_��  i�&& �� ���?  i�&&�' " ��&& �� ��  ��&&�'  �� ��&& �> ,��F �5 ��&& ��   

 i��'�  �1 �- �" , �� ��  �� ��� �>i?  �� i- �"  i��'�  ���� �[ , i��/ �?  �� �� �> �&�' �?  ����a& �>  �� ��& ��7  ��&�= ��  �p�  ��&�'  �����& �� 
 ���'  �4�� �� iV  ih� iA��:  ib �a �� �> ��'�?  �# ���� �� i-  ih�& iA��:  �h�& �8  ih�& i> �$  �p�   �� �V �Q& �J  ��& �N�/  �Z� ��& �� 

 �* i"� �*  �*� �[ �"  �	�A�/ �", � ���� �"  �*� �[  ����J:  ����  �p�  �S  i�i �F�� 7����  �e iV�*� �� �2�?  �S �" 7����  �e iV �$ �� i\, 
 ���,�� �"  i�i �F�� 7����  �e i,�'�i� i8  �$� �n�? �" �$� �n�? �" �$� �n�? �" �$� �n�? �"     ���a�'� �\�r�' ���a�'� �\�r�' ���a�'� �\�r�' ���a�'� �\�r�'    7����7����7����7����     �K �$ �� �\ �K �$ �� �\ �K �$ �� �\ �K �$ �� �\�jwlE 
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 e>�� 3����' 3�42�� 3���V �–�9��� #9%�� ���� − �&���a� m*�=� 
e��&��� �&�:X e�����, " �Q&- e��&�[�&@�0����&N�� #$�&n0�' R& ���� , e&�" 

�&&AJ #$�&&n0� *�&&@�' �G&&�,�,<&&595 �&&-$�V +&&' ,&&�Vr� �O�&&=�� �&&��-? 7&&�� �ً�, 
�-�& �� #*��� ����",�  �$�& �n�? �"  ���a�'�& �\�r�' 7& ����  �K �$ ��& �\� k�&� ? <a=&\�" +&' �ً�&�

 ��Vr��� �� ��4�� <a� ���� �'�\r'h�%�0*��&��� 7Fa��� , +&' � #$�&n0� KQ&- �
 ��F�� �5? e@N' ���� ���-? b_�? $�%�� �,�� ]Q�� 1�A�� � ��F�� �O�� 7��

�a�� �+,*�&��" h�&=A�� §�F� k�� �-� �� +�� �?" , �&B=F� R&��� �&�F�� R&- +&' 
+&&�a�� �&&TF�, <�����&&� �&&���a�' U�&&�F�� � �A��&&�J �<&&�!9' �ً[�&&@�, " <'��&&>?

<��� E 
 � b&�B�� �&� �� �!9' � h�%�S� � #$�T��� 1/��2 �F- ^�/"[�&@�0� 

��&��¡� 
�&A�/S� ���"" ,0� � b&�B�� ����&2 �&�� ,$�%&�� 7&�� �&���' #$�&n
$�%�� 7�� #$�n0� $��,�' 7Fa��� 4�4a�"E 

Z��B�� h�B���Z��B�� h�B���Z��B�� h�B���Z��B�� h�B���::::    Z��&� �&� ]$�&�=�� ��:?+T&>   h�&8:�  +&J�V" �&/?
�Q,- �F@�� � e�����,7_>���" �'�=���' $�n?" ,�q�n ��TF�' ��J" �jwlEEEE    

J 1&�=N�� �&� �F'�8 ^�� ^�/" �F���? 7�� � FF� �&FF��? �r&' ^�&/ 7&�� 
 �F���V�� ���A�  �&F� �&/�/* ^�&� ]? 7&��, �&=O �&��� #$�&nI' ���&@��� �Q&- 
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MUR 

�� Hc"r' #$�%�� ������ ��,�,#�,��� ��@J ,<&�)�* 4J�&N�� 7&A=� RV , R&V" 
S � �T�>$ R��� ��� a�� #4)�@�� ��-WX� �� 1��E 

����X� ������ �������� ]�� �;� K�@/ ]Q�� h�=80� �Q-", �&5? �&- ��/� 
��@F� �&�- �F%&�� +)�&>��� *�&a�" d"� �� �J�V �F@� ]Q�� ]�=F�� +\����� 

��?,��A�� 7�� �Y RA���" E 
�&&'���� h�&&B����&&'���� h�&&B����&&'���� h�&&B����&&'���� h�&&B���:::: Z��&&� �&&� ]$�&&�=�� ��&&:?G&&�F� �&&' +T&&>  h�&&8 : 

� ib���r �>  �+ �T �>  ���'  �G���F i�:  �+ �-  �b �a �� �>  �R�=�F��   i� iV �Q��  �� �$� �� �����?  �h�& �A �J:  i�i� �a ��& �> , , , ,
 �$� �n�? �" �$� �n�? �" �$� �n�? �" �$� �n�? �"     �K �����' �K �����' �K �����' �K �����'     �� �N�/ �� �N�/ �� �N�/ �� �N�/     �� �� �� �� ��� �� �� �� �� ��� �� �� �� �� ��� �� �� �� �� ��� , �� ���8  ��" i
 �� �A��  ��D �� iA ���  �e �T���F �����r�'  �S " i� �a��  �e iT���8� ����  ���i8 i� ���� 

 ����  ��� ���� � �� �V  i� i� ����  ie �T ����  ����  ������ ����E 
K��F �5 ��&& ��" �&&i' �?  �+��� �V,��F �5 ��&& ��  i�&&�= ��  ��&& ��� �� ��� ,��F �5 ��&& ��  i�� ������&& i>  ��&&�� �R�/��=�� � �Q&& �T�' 

 �*��F �> � �0�" , �h��8: i� i� ����  i��F��  ��� ���8�?�jwlE 
J�� 7�F� �8 #�V�Q�� h�Ai�, �&8" ,K��5r&� +A�" b iT=� e5 �ً��? �T�J 7A=� �8" 

 ,kN��&' �=��&��� e�&�a��� "? �&�2���� �? h�%&�S� 
���� K�V? ]Q��" ,7n9��
�� �Q- ��" ,
���� #�V�W �' ����� ]Q�� �-��_F� �F- #$�n0� 3
�2�  �$�& �n�? �" 

 �K ��&&���'  ��&& �N�/  �� �� ��&& �� ����  �"�4&&�' �&&����aJ *�*4&&� ]Q&&�� R��%&&�S� G&&8���� e��&&��
 � 1���>X����%��E 
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 R=F��" �&��#$�&n0� �&��' R�&N�� ��&�=�� 7&�� 	; K�&@�S� �&��N�� 
 ]Q&&��&&�&&��� �&&q��� �&&F�  rR&&\�� R&& ���� ��&&�=��" ,�&&��? +=A��&&� � ��,�&&>  G

eTF5��&' �&� e��&�J ,ex��4' �N�� ��� ������ HL�� RV ,eT���, �&� $Q&N�" 
��� �ً[�~��" ,eTV��>  #�V�Q�� h�� ���� �-��/��/0� �&�� �&x�4�:� h��L&� �� 

7A�i� ��� <��*" �ً��Vr� #$�n0�' b/�8 ,7,Ni�E 
k����� h�B���k����� h�B���k����� h�B���k����� h�B���:::: Z��&� �&� ]$��=�� ��:? �&��� �&' 1&aV h�&8 : 

� i��/�?  �V ���  i� �� 7�� ��  ���= ��  �p�  ���' R�'�?  �* �$ �� ��  �R ���� �>� �X�  ���� �* , i��� �A�� �J  i�& �� �4�� �J �& ���� �,�� �J 7&�� �� 
 �b �a ���� �$� � �� iTi�� �� �\�? , �� ���J � �� �T�'  �R�=�F��   �h� �A �J :���  i1 �a �V,  �$� �n�? �" �$� �n�? �" �$� �n�? �" �$� �n�? �"     �K �����' �K �����' �K �����' �K �����' , i�&�/ �r �V  ih�& iA�� :
 �G �%�F��,  �Q �:�r �J  �%�/ �G � ��  ���� �� �� , �� ���� �" ��ً �%�/�jwlE 

 �&&AJh�&&A�� +&&N� h�&&B��� �Q&&- � #$�&&n0� b&&��,+&&\���"    �&&ai' �&&�
K�� �� #$�nI',#$�n0� ���' #$�=a�� b���' , K*��&� ]��@�� +\����� �Q- ^*?" 

G%F�� 7�� ����� 
�L�8� �� G������ �,R=F��"    G&8���� �Q&- � ["�@��
�9,�� ���,R��,�" S" ^�&i� #�56&� �&��'  ���&i�, �"�&' ���2�&�� ��&' H�&\rJ 
h�Ai� ���V,#$�n0� bF!? �? �a'  h��&8X� ��,��A��&��� ��&' H�&\rJ , R&c$" 

���2��� 9V H�%��'E  
 U*��&�� h�B���U*��&�� h�B���U*��&�� h�B���U*��&�� h�B���::::Z��&� �&� ]$�&�=�� ��&:?#�&��- R&'?   h�&8:�  ���? 
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 �h� i> �$  �p�   �� �V �W  �� ����  �� �a i� i@��� , �h� �A �J:  �J ���  �� ��� �>  �S � �T iA�J� ��i�  ���= ��  �e�� �� i�  �� i- �"  �e�)�& �8 
R�� �%i�  ih�r ����  �p� 7��� �a�� �qً�� �n  �S��  iK��_ ���?  iK����� , �$� �n�? �" �$� �n�? �" �$� �n�? �" �$� �n�? �"     �K �����' �K �����' �K �����' �K �����'    � �Ti� �� �Ai�� �Ti� �� �Ai�� �Ti� �� �Ai�� �Ti� �� �Ai��jwlE 

 �AJ����>�  �&'���� h�B��� � ��V ��,��� ���@�� #$�n0� ���, �&F-" 
n0� ���' <L�? +\�������4�� ���@�� #$��  �$�& �n�? �"  �K ��&���' �& �Ti� �� �Ai��, �&� *����&i�" 

 �&\���� KQ&- ��&F�!�' #$*�&=��� �&'�20� b&8" h��L&� ^�� $�%� #$�n0� KQ-
S R��� �N/����  ً9��O � �F�,��&2 #��%&8 R&- +' E � #�&�  r&� #*"�&a� �)�&8* 

g�=>X�,�&T�F�!� �&� �&TN'$ ,�&C�J �&� �-��&:" , JI� #$�&n �&x4��� R&��� �&��
�$�&=��� b&8��� �Q&- $��B�&>� 7&�� y�&N�� �&� ��4�� �J�� #�V�Q��, ­&>��" 

3� N��� KQ- ���-?,�&� $�%&�:� �  3�*�&=a�� �&� �&F� 4&@a� �&8, � �&-4���" 
#��N�� #����E 

JR=F��  �� #$�nI' �� h�A�K,
��> b��� 3�8"X� �? , �TL&a' � �?" 
�� 
�2��� �� �-��! � k��,J 
�_a�� �T�J hQ'�E 

���=/ ��'�� KQ-",���� ���>�' ,����=�� �� K
�$" ��� ,�� $��B�>�'   ��&V
���T�� �'�B�' 3�8"X� ��E 

�'���� h�B����'���� h�B����'���� h�B����'���� h�B���::::  Z��� �� ]$��=�� ��:? h�&8 ]������ ���� R'?: 
� ���?  �h� i> �$  �p�   �+ �� �a�� �>�  9ً��� ��,  iK �
� �@�J  i+��� �a ���  ��� ��  �� �� �J &�� ��  ��&�� �� ��,  �h�& �A �J: �& �� 
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 �h� i> �$  �p� � �Q �-  �e i,��, � �Q �- �"  �] �� �-i? R��,  �h� �A �J  i� ��:  �9�J�?  �3 �� �a�8 R�J  �b���'  ��&��'�?  ��& ��i? �" 
 �3 ��� �F �J ^ �� �Ti��?  ����  ���?  �S , �ei5  ����8  ih� i> �$  �p�   ً��� �� ��  �� �a�'  �# �9 �%�� , �� �T ���� �J 7&�F �5�? �" 

 ��7��  �p� � ���'  �� i-  i�i� �-�?,  �ei5  �h��8: �& ���?  i�& �a�', �& ���J  ih�&�'  �+&��� �a ���  i�i� �� �a�� ��&�/ �&�F����r�� �J  ih�& iA�� �J 
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