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Abstract: The current research discusses the ruling on the followers of sects
affiliated with Islam. Adopting an inductive and analytical approach, the study
addresses two themes, religious innovations and Muslim scholars’ views on
them, discussed in two sections. The first section clarifies the concept of religious
innovation, and explains the difference between innovations that constitute
disbelief and those that do not. It also discusses the status of sects affiliated with
Islam with respect to whether they are to be declared disbelievers or not. The
second section focuses on early and later Muslim scholars’ positions regarding the
ruling on the followers of sects affiliated with Islam. The study concludes with the

following key findings:
The foundational principle regarding the followers of those sects, that the Salaf

(early scholars) judged that they constituted disbelief, is that they are presumed to
be Muslim unless evidence appears to the contrary. The followers of those extremist
sects fall into different categories. Some of them are disbelievers outwardly and
inwardly, meaning that they adopt and adhere to the beliefs of their sects even though
they know that these beliefs are false. Some of them are believers outwardly and
inwardly, such as ignorant people who do not understand the reality of their sects and
confuse truth with falsehood. Some of them are hypocrites, who outwardly profess
Islam while inwardly concealing disbelief.

It is not valid to base a ruling of disbelief upon mere labels. Thus, it is not
right to declare the followers of the Nusayri sect disbelievers solely on the basis

of the name. Rather, disbelief must be linked to the actual beliefs and doctrines to
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which the followers of such sects adhere. This is because many of those sects do not

disclose the true nature of their doctrines to the general adherents.

Likewise, refraining from definitively declaring the followers of such deviant
sects disbelievers does not necessarily entail affirming their Islam; rather, many of

them may in fact be hypocrites.

Keywords: ruling - followers - sects - affiliated with Islam.
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