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Abstract

This study explores the evolution of the concept of ego in Western philosophical
thought across its historical transformations. It begins with ancient philosophy, where
the ego was embedded within the cosmic and metaphysical order, moves through
modernity with its emphasis on autonomous individuality, and concludes with
postmodern critiques that deconstruct the unity and centrality of the ego. The study
then investigates the Islamic conception of the ego as a morally accountable soul,

shaped through servitude to God, spiritual discipline, and communal responsibility.

The research aims to present a critical comparison between the Western and
Islamic conceptions, underscoring the intellectual and value-based differences
between them, while emphasizing the potential of the Islamic perspective to address
contemporary intellectual and ethical crises—particularly those related to identity

and excessive individualism.

The study seeks to offer a scholarly contribution that combines philosophical

depth with practical application.

Keywords: ego, Western philosophy, Islamic philosophy, identity, individuality.
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Harrassowitz, Wiesbaden, 1964, p. 66; Hetzron, Robert (ed.), The Semitic Languages, Routledge,
London - New York, 1997, p. 16.

(3) Descartes, René, Meditationes de prima philosophia, Michael Soly, Paris, 1641, p. 24, Freud,
Sigmund, Das Ich und das Es (The Ego and the Id, trans. J. Riviere), Hogarth Press, London,
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(1) Metaphysics, XII, 7, 1072b18-19).
(2) DeAnima, II, 1, 412a20-21).
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(1) Augustine, Confessions, translated by R«S¢ Pine-Coffin, Penguin Classics, 1961, p¢ 5.
(2) Augustine, Confessions, p. 135.
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(1) Meditations on First Philosophy, Meditation I, p. 17.
(2) Meditations on First Philosophy, Meditation I, p. 17.
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(1) Descartes, Meditations on First Philosophy, Meditation IlI, trans. by John Cottingham, Cambridge
University Press, 1996, p. 35
(2) Principles of Philosophy, Part I, p. 1.
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(1) Discourse on the Method, Part IV, p. 28.
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(1) Phenomenology of Spirit, p. 111.
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(1) Phenomenology of Spirit, p. 123.
(2) The Philosophy of History, p. 80.
(3) The Philosophy of History, p. 80.
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(1) Science of Logic, p. 150.
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