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Abstract:

This study examines Muhammad Al-Thubaiti’s poem, entitled “Ta’aruf”,
from the perspective of the semiotics of tension. The poem unfolds within a
linguistically turbulent structure characterized by deviation, omission, and
condensation. A semiotic reading of the poem reveals the distribution of
signs among icon, index, and symbol, generating a tense semantic network.
This tension is also reflected in the external rhythm, lexical choices, syntactic
structures, figurative language, and the visual layout of the text. The two
characters (Hatim and Ma’'n) are reconstructed within a crisis-laden space
that undermines their cultural symbolism. The study concludes that the poem
constructs an open discourse in which formal tension functions as an aesthetic,

semantic, and interpretive device.
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