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Abstract

Scholars and readers familiar with the history of Arabic syntax know that this
discipline was developed to regulate the speech of the Arabs and curb the spread
of linguistic error. The grammarians formulated its rules based on an inductive
survey of the Arab speech, within defined temporal boundaries that they termed
beyond the mid-fourth century AH in the desert regions, nor beyond the mid-
second century AH in the urban centers. They also set geographical boundaries:
they avoided relying on the speech of urban populations and instead took
linguistic evidence from specific tribes such as Qays, Tamim, Asad, Hudhayl,
parts of Kinanah, and some of the ayy tribes, while excluding inhabitants of

frontier desert regions.

As they collected and analogized linguistic patterns, grammarians based
their methodology on two foundational principles: orally transmitted usage
(sama ) and analogy (qiyas). However, the transmitted language of the pre-
Islamic Arabs included certain syntactic structures that are impermissible
according to Islamic Shari’a. However, such structures continue to be taught in
contemporary schools and universities. This study compiles a set of syntactic
forms that are not permitted by Islamic Shari’a, with the intention of encouraging

instructors to clarify that while these forms may be syntactically correct, they
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must be avoided on religious grounds, even if employed historically by eloquent

pre-Islamic speakers. A Muslim should exercise discernment and refrain from

such usage wherever possible.

This study adopts a descriptive approach, surveying classical grammatical
sources. The findings indicate the existence of syntactic expressions that are
incongruent with the Islamic Shari’a. The research recommends permissible
alternatives for these structures and emphasizes the need to raise students’
awareness of such expressions in order to foster value-based linguistic education

rooted in Islamic ethics and dignified discourse.

Keywords: style, syntax, values, Shari’a, creed
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