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Abstract: This study investigates the syntactic question of whether the
complements (ma ‘mildt, pl.; ma ‘miil, sing.) of verbal nouns (‘ism al-fi 1) may be
preposed, as viewed by the Basran and Kufian grammatical schools. It presents and
' objectively analyzes the arguments advanced by each school. The findings clearly
refute the permissibility of preposing verbal noun complements based on the
concept of ishtighal (preoccupation—the occurrence of a verb between a noun and
its pronoun, such that the noun may appear in either the nominative or accusative
case). The study also clarifies Abii Hayyan’s position in relation to Ibn Malik’s
stance on this issue. Ultimately, the analysis supports the Basran view as more
convincing, grounded in stronger syntactic evidence. The study concludes with
several findings, the most important of which is that a verbal noun’s complement—
whether subject or object—may not precede its governing verbal noun, a
conclusion that supports the view of the Basran school. It also recommends further
scholarly inquiry into related topics prompted by this research, particularly the
influence of the governing element’s syntactic strength or weakness on its capacity
to govern its complement.
Keywords: Verbal noun (‘ism al-fi'l), Verbal noun complement (ma ‘miil),
Preposing complements, Secondary governing elements, Disagreements between
grammarian schools.
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