G JI Gl f ol o Ghoede 3

it | okl
Laulgually as19dd1g 0okl § dwebimarli enilya
(\L&A.\A g Ol SA; o Olekw .
A\ een/v/Y el s 2V 67 [ofv el s

DOI: 10.63259/1765-010-002-002

b &) A Baay leasedh fooldl o e Bdial) i) Aulys ol Syl el
ooy il i) Wle las (3 ol 88T gty (ool Sl gl Blelng el ponlidl Lo
@2 i) i) e OF ST aglall ey a1 e de @) sl e gay cdie 2l pglall e
Ay pose (3 Lexaly @olsll S aivy il ) (3 8L Sl wolse G padly L
Ui U sty ey Blinas (3 Lag S3g Btial) sl clodall gmed 1By ¢ L Gl Lo Jounn
Ll oy bsmls

1) Lently Bail il el 10V mlin dnly gy cRadie e ol Jazal A3y
FERN| Muﬂ\ & ko :@w)\ (gl m“w‘ G Aelgd e cadly OT Al (3 4 aaad) WL&;J\

Ag o eeldd) Ay Oy daldlly Sl e e ] arleg gaogll BAT- ol s
e B e e LSS gl g

o5 & el e 20l A DS s s s el U3 L sl sllad aal) ol
L s sl assas ) Wiy i)

o Jely ot o iy i) e OF tlgne ciptiall il Aol e s w2y 6
V) st sdary g B siall JSI Oy e i) SO cldnal axidis (3 k) Ofy cade

G ade panasl by Yy wonay Glidl eonddl 3 8all OF 1l Bkia)l i) Ly oy -
e 3 il Oy AV ) (S e ad Gt (S s S 58 e Oy iy ST
A 8 Y Wl ol saaal)

e Lasls ol elsh (Bl (o) 1 adll LS

SeD

O el — ) Jgeoly dmg i) aJST— el 5 olall Coaldlly sl Bkt (V)

saalmedhesh@nu.edu.sa :é.——‘»" !

poll aolllg ducpildl pgloll dlao 0> I .



mailto:saalmedhesh@nu.edu.sa

25190119 09| (§ bl 0 ot il sl
I . s

Doctrinal Categories: A Foundational Theoretical Study of the
Concept, Principles, and Guidelines

Dr. Salman Bin Ali Bin Sarhan Al Madhesh'"

Received: 2025/01/02 Accepted: 2024/11/28

DOI: 10.63259/1765-010-002-002

Abstract: The present research is a ta sil-based (foundational theoretical) study
that examines al-Taqasim al- ‘Aqa’idiyyah (Doctrinal Categories), investigating the
origins of the field and providing theoretical foundation for the concept—its
underlying premises, core principles, and the guidelines upon which these
categories are constructed. The significance of this research stems from the fact
that the discipline of doctrinal categories is closely tied to the Islamic ‘agidah
(creed), one of the noblest fields within Islamic sciences. Furthermore, the
discipline of Doctrinal Categories seeks to synthesize and systematize various
related topics that are currently dispersed across numerous works on ‘aqidah,
assembling them into a unified scholarly framework to enable precise and
comprehensive investigation. Muslim scholars have devoted considerable attention
to these doctrinal categories, frequently and notably referencing them in their
works, which underscores their enduring importance.

The study includes an introduction, a preface, and four main sections. The first
section introduces the Doctrinal Categories and highlights their importance. The
second section focuses on grounding Doctrinal Categories in the Qur’an and
Sunnah. The third elaborates on some foundational principles of the Doctrinal
Categories, while the fourth expounds on the criteria and guidelines for their
formulation.

The findings of the research include the following:
¢ The topic of Doctrinal Categories is highly significant and still requires further
investigation. Advancing this research is essential for enhancing understanding, as
distance from these categories leads to diminished clarity and comprehension.
¢ "Doctrinal Categories" refers to the discipline concerned with the derivation and
classification of the overarching principles of Shari‘ah rulings. These principles can
be divided into sub-branches, which in turn can be further subdivided into more
specific categories.

(1) Assistant Professor of Creed and Contemporary Sects - College of Sharia and Fundamentals of
Religion - Najran University.
Email: saalmedhesh@nu.edu.sa
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» Several foundational principles for Doctrinal Categories are identified, including:
o Doctrinal categorization is based on Islamically valid evidence.
o Categorization inherently involves a process of inductive reasoning grounded in
lawful evidence.
o Doctrinal principles may vary depending on different contextual considerations.
o Several guidelines for Doctrinal Categories are identified, including:
oA primary criterion for categorization is its validity, even if it is not explicitly
stated in the Qur’an or Sunnah.
oCategorization clearly distinguishes between the rulings associated with each
specific category, as each category carries its own distinct ruling.
o Another key criterion is that the categorization should be well-founded, not based
on the status or identity of the person who established it.

Keywords: Doctrinal Categories (al-Taqasim al- ‘Aqa’idiyyah), Principles of
Doctrinal Categories, Guidelines of Doctrinal Categories.
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