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Female sheikhs of Hafiz Adh-Dhahabi in the Levant and
their impact on his scholarly evolution

Dr. Shatha Ahmed Abdulmohsen Alabdulkarim

(Received 20/12/2021; accepted 21/04/2022)

Abstract: This study aims to clarify the impact of the Syrian female Sheikhs of Imam Adh-
Dhahabi on his scholarly evolution and the appearances of this movement, and to focus on the
contributions of the Syrian woman to the Hadith science for being a teacher and Muhaddith (Hadith
scholar).. The deductive approach is used in the study.

The most important results are as follows :

Many of those females who were famous for their narration in the era of Adh-Dhahabi belong to
the families of Hadith scholars and noble scholastic homes. They were women who were interested
in teaching themselves. The most outstanding ones were daughters, spouses or mothers of scholars.
Also, those Syrian female Sheikhs were characterized with some merits: including righteousness,
asceticism, piety, modesty, being of good character, sticking to firm religion, being occupied with
worshipping Allah and seeking knowledge. This made Imam Adh-Dhahabi encouraged to meet
them and be taught by them. Additionally, the biographies of those female Syrian Sheikhs depicted
the criteria of culture at that time regarding the scholastic perspectives of scholars and their
scholastic interests in specific branches of knowledge and teaching methodologies, dictation,
studying, classes and places of study in the small mosques, Friday mosques and houses and so on.
Talking about the biography of the Syrian Hadith scholars is related to the availability of the
narration material in the books of Hadith, history and biographies. What is written about them is not
much; so the full facts were not stated about the scholastic life led by the female scholars in general,
and Hadith scholars in particular, actually, they were undervalued .

The study came up with many recommendations including: the ones in charge of the educational
institutions of women ought to hold seminars and courses about female Hadith scholars and female
Sheikhs who were known by Islamic history over time. Their impacts and efforts in their
communities must be clarified. It is necessary to give priority to the issue of woman and her role in
developing societies and civilizations because it is a vital issue which is worth searching and
considering wherever and whenever; particularly if we aspire to build a civilizational project
through which we resume the progress of our nation and its excellence over all nations in all fields .

Keywords: Female Sheikhs of Hafiz Adh-Dhahabi, Levant, the scholarly evolution.
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