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Abstract:

This study aimed to examine the extent to which elementary education teachers practice differentiated instruction (DI) and the
challenges they face in implementing it in inclusive settings for students with behavioral disorders. A quantitative descriptive research
design was employed, and data were collected through a questionnaire consisted of sample of 265 teachers in public schools in Riyadh
region. The results revealed that the overall level of differentiated instruction practices was moderate, with classroom environment ranked
first, followed by content, product, and instruction, respectively. The challenges faced by teachers were also moderate, mainly related
to limited time, insufficient resources, lack of training, and difficulties in managing students’ behaviors. The results of the one-way
ANOVA indicated statistically significant differences in differentiated instruction practices according to teaching specialization,
favoring general education teachers, and according to the number of training courses and years of experience, favoring teachers with
more training and experience. Significant differences in the challenges dimension were found in favor of special education teachers,
while no significant differences were found based on training or experience.
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