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Abstract:

The study aimed to explore the practices of postgraduate students at the College of Education, Al-Baha University, regarding the
utilization of generative artificial intelligence (Al) in preparing their research papers. To achieve this objective, a descriptive approach
was used, employing a questionnaire as the main data collection tool, which was validated for reliability and validity. The study sample
consisted of 120 postgraduate students. The results revealed the students' practices in using generative Al, with its use in text generation
ranking first (mean 4.67, SD 0.82), while its use in statistical analysis ranked last (mean 3.42, SD 0.64). The results also showed the
students' motivations for using generative Al, with saving time and effort ranking first (mean 4.81, SD 0.17), while obtaining feedback
ranked last (mean 4.15, SD 0.71). Furthermore, the results indicated the students' ethical perspectives on using generative Al, with the
view that complete reliance on generative Al in research may compromise academic integrity ranking first (mean 4.82, standard deviation
0.31), while the need to acknowledge the use of generative Al in specific sections of the research ranked last (mean 3.56, standard
deviation 0.35). The study offered a number of recommendations, including: leveraging generative Al applications in the preparation of
scientific research by postgraduate students, given their positive impact on improving the quality of research and enhancing students'
skills. However, such applications should be implemented within clearly defined and publicly stated policies that take ethical
considerations into account.
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