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by Royal Decree No. (M/27) dated 2/3/1441 H shall be applied to the
universities that are subject to this Law and their Regulations in addi-
tion to the effective laws, regulations, and decisions in the Kingdom.

Article 62

This Regulation shall nullify the Unified Statute for Graduate Studies
in Universities issued by the Higher Education Council Resolution
No. (3/6/1417) dated 08/26/1417 AH, and all provisions inconsistent

therewith.
Article 63:

The Council of Universities’ Affairs has the right to interpret this
Regulation.

Article 64:
This Regulation comes shall enter into force at the beginning of the
academic year of 1444H.

J

@ Regulation on Graduate Studies

Issued by Council of Universities’ Affairs
Resolution No. (2/9/1444) dated 3/1/1444 1,

corresponding to 1/8/2022 4P




2. Without prejudice to what is stated in Clause (1) of this Article, the
Executive Management, based on the recommendation of the De-
partment and College Councils, may grant the student evidence of
passing a number of graduate courses without all of them contrib-
uting towards a degree in accordance with regulations approved
by the University Council based on the proposal of the Standing
Committee.

Article 58

IIn the event that the student obtains the same academic degree from
two educational institutions within the framework of a joint program,
a joint graduation certificate may be issued between the two educa-
tional institutions or an independent graduation certificate from one
or both educational institutions. The University Council shall issue
the guidelines and procedures regulating this based on a proposal
from the Standing Committee.

Article 59

Health diplomas and health fellowships are excluded from the pro-
visions of this Statute, and the regulations and rules issued by the
University Council shall apply to them.

Article 60

The council of each university shall approve the executive rules for

this Regulation.
Article 61

Whenever there is no a special provision in this Regulation, the Law
of the Council of Higher Education and Universities issued by Royal

Decree No. (M/8) dated 6/4/1414 H shall be applied to the universi-
ties that are subject to this Law, and the Law of Universities issued
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lative GPA is not less than that required by the University Council for

each program on the condition that it is below a “very good”.
Article 55

If the student decease before being able to defend the thesis, the de-
gree is awarded in accordance with regulations approved by the Uni-

versity Council based on the proposal of the Standing Committee.

Article 56

The authorized Vice-President shall submit the recommendation to
award the academic degree to the University Council to take the de-

cision.

C Chapter Twelve: General Provisions )

Article 57

1. Without prejudice to what is stated in the Classification and Frame-
work, and in accordance with regulations approved by the Uni-
versity Council based on the proposal of the Standing Committee,
the University Council, based on the recommendation of the De-
partment and College Councils and the support of the authorized
Vice-President, may grant the student:

a. A higher diploma when he passes a number of the master’s
program courses, without being qualified to obtain a master’s
degree.

b. A master’s degree when he has passed a number of doctoral
program courses, without being qualified to obtain a doctorate
degree.
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If the defense committee member is from outside the city in which
the thesis is being discussed whether he is from inside or outside the
Kingdom, he shall be issued, in addition to the aforementioned pay-
ment, a round-trip ticket from his place of residence and appropriate
accommodation and subsistence fees, for a maximum of two nights.
A ticket is issued for the escort if the discussant is blind and for the
guardian if the defense committee member is a female in addition to

the appropriate accommodation fee with a maximum of two nights.

The Standing Committee may add one or two nights in certain situa-
tions and if the nature of the study so requires based on a recommen-
dation from the competent Department and College Councils, with

the justifications for staying for a period of more than two nights.

The university may amend the lump sum payment referred to in this
Article after the issuance of a decision of approval by the Council of

Universities Affairs.

C Chapter Eleven: Graduation and Degree Granting )

Article 53

The head of the competent department shall submit the defense com-
mittee’s report to the College Dean within a period not exceeding
two weeks from the defense date to submit it to the Executive Man-
agement.

Article 54
The student graduates after successfully completing the graduation

requirements according to the program plan, provided that his cumu-
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b. The number of universities to which they are assigned to tem-
porary secondment shall not exceed two universities in each
academic year.

c. The duration of the assignment shall not exceed three days
each time.

d. The total number of assignment days shall not exceed ten days

in the academic year for all universities.

e. The host university shall bear the expenses of the external
faculty member to supervise its students’ thesis in accordance
with what is legally prescribed according to his academic rank.

3. The university may amend the lump sum payment in Clause (1)
of this Article upon an approval decision by the Council of Uni-
versities’ Affairs.

Article 52

A lump sum payment of (1,000) thousand riyals shall be paid to a
defense committee member who participates in the discussion of a
master’s thesis or doctoral dissertation if he is a faculty member at

the same university to which the thesis is submitted.

If the defense committee member is not a faculty member at the uni-
versity in which the thesis is being discussed whether he is an em-
ployee of that university or someone invited from outside it, a lump
sum payment of (1,500) one thousand five hundred riyals shall be
paid to him/her for a doctoral dissertation and (1,000) one thousand
riyals for a master’s thesis. The payment shall be increased to (2,500)
two thousand five hundred riyals if the defense committee member is

from outside the Kingdom.

~
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( )

ceeding three months from the defense date. The College Council
may make an exception to that provided that the period does not

exceed six months from the defense date.

3. Completion of deficiencies in the thesis and re-defend it by the
committee during the period determined by the College Council
based on the recommendation of the competent Department Coun-

cil, provided that it does not exceed one year from the defense date.
4. Not accepting the thesis.

Each member of the defense committee has the right to present what
he has of different views or reservations in a detailed report to the
Department Head within a period not exceeding one week from the
discussion date, and it is submitted to the College Dean with the re-

port of the defense committee.
Article 51

1. A lump-sum payment of (5000) five thousand riyals will be paid
to the master’s thesis supervisor from outside the university, and
a lump sum payment of (7000) seven thousand riyals to the doc-

toral dissertation supervisor from outside the university.

2. The standing Committee may approve, based on a request from
the student’s university, the assignment to temporary secondment
of the external supervisor to meet the student whom he is super-

vising, provided the following:

a. The assignment shall not to exceed twice in each academic year
for each external university in which students’ thesis are super-

vised.
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Article 47

After the completion of the thesis, the supervisor shall submit a re-
port on its completion to the Department Head attaching a copy of
the thesis, in preparation for completing the defense procedures de-
termined by the College Council.

Article 48

A committee shall be formed by a decision of the College Council based

on the recommendation of the Department Council.

Article 49

The University Council shall issue the rules for selecting the mem-
bers of the master’s thesis and doctoral dissertations defense commit-
tees and the mechanism for conducting those discussions based on
the proposal of the Standing Committee.

Article 50

The defense committee shall prepare a report signed by all its mem-
bers and submitted to the Department Head within a week from the
date of the defense, including one of the following recommendations:
1. Acceptance of the thesis and a recommendation to award the de-

gree.

2. Acceptance of the thesis with minor amendments without re-de-
fending it again. A member of the defense committee shall be del-
egated to recommend the awarding of the degree after ensuring

the implementation of the amendments within a period not ex-
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4 )
Article 43

The number of students enrolled in the class for the graduation re-
search course shall not be less than five, and the College Council
may make an exception from the minimum in accordance with regu-
lations approved by the University Council based on the proposal of
the Standing Committee.

Article 44

If it is proven that the student is not in academic good standing at the
thesis stage, based on the report of the thesis supervisor, the student
is warned by a letter from the competent department. If the student
is warned twice and does not resolve the reasons for the warning, his
enrollment will be terminated based on the recommendation of the

Department and College Councils.
Article 45

Whether individually or jointly with others, the supervisor can su-
pervise a maximum of seven thesis at one time. The Standing Com-
mittee may except from this based on the recommendation of the
Department and College Councils in accordance with regulations ap-
proved by the University Council based on the proposal of the Stand-

ing Committee.

Article 46

The supervision load for a faculty member, whether he is a main su-
pervisor or an assistant supervisor for each thesis is included in his
teaching load in accordance with regulations approved by the Uni-

versity Council based on the proposal of the Standing Committee.
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Article 38

Thesis are supervised by professors and associate professors from the

university faculty. An assistant professor may supervise graduation

research and master’s thesis and assist in supervising doctoral disser-

tations if he has two published research papers or accepted for pub-

lication in a refereed academic journal in his field of specialization.
Article 39

Experienced and specialized individuals in the field of the thesis re-
search who are not faculty member whether from inside or outside
the university may supervise or assist in the supervision of thesis
based on a recommendation of the Department Council and an ap-

proval of the College Council.

Article 40

The University Council shall issue the guidelines for the thesis assis-

tant supervisors based on the proposal of the Standing Committee.
Article 41

A faculty member may supervise thesis outside his university, wheth-
er inside or outside the Kingdom, without prejudice to his job duties
in accordance with regulations approved by the University Council

based on the proposal of the Standing Committee.
Article 42

The supervisor shall evaluate the student’s performance at the end of
each semester and determines his progress in the thesis in accordance

with the mechanisms approved by the Standing Committee.
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2. The student must pass the supplementary course on the first at-
tempt with a grade of no less than (above average), and his cu-

mulative GPA in all supplementary courses must not be less than
(very good).

3. Regarding alternative exams and courses that require more than
one semester to be studied, the College Council decides what is

considered appropriate based on the Department Council’s rec-

ommendation.

Article 35

The University Council shall issue the rules regulating the oral and
written comprehensive exam for the master’s and doctoral stages,

based on the proposal of the Standing Committee.

C Chapter Ten: Thesis, Supervision, and Defense )

Article 36

The University Council shall issue the rules regulating the registra-
tion of the graduation research project, the thesis of the graduate stu-
dent if any, and the mechanism for determining the thesis supervisor
and the assistant supervisor if any, based on the recommendation of
the Standing Committee.

Article 37

Thesis are written in the language approved for the program by the
University Council, provided that the thesis contains an adequate

summary in Arabic if it is in a language other than Arabic.

Regulation on Graduate Studies @

Issued by Council of Universities’ Affairs
Resolution No. (2/9/1444) dated 3/1/1444 1,
corresponding to 1/8/2022 AP




Article 32

A graduate student may, based on the recommendation of the Depart-
ment Council and the approval of the College Council, study some
courses at a university or educational institution inside or outside the
Kingdom, provided that it is licensed by the competent authority in
the country of study. The academic units he studied shall be trans-
ferred and recorded in the student’s academic record. The University
Council shall issue the regulations governing this and the possibility
of including their grades in the student’s cumulative GPA in his aca-

demic record.

Article 33

A graduate student from a non-Saudi university may study some
courses at a Saudi university in accordance with regulations ap-
proved by the University Council based on the proposal of the Stand-

ing Committee.

C Chapter Nine: Assessment Mechanism )

Article 34:

Exam in graduate courses shall be conducted and grades shall be re-
corded in accordance with the Regulations on Studying and Exam-
inations at the University Undergraduate Level, except for the fol-
lowing:

1. The student shall not be considered to have passed the course

unless he obtains at least an (above average) grade.
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4 )
Article 29

As an exception to Clause (e) of Item (1) of Article (26) of this Regu-
lation, the Standing Committee may grant the student an exceptional
opportunity not to exceed one academic year, based on a report from
the supervisor and the recommendation of the Department and Col-

lege Councils.

Article 30

Without prejudice to Article (15) of this Regulation, based on the
recommendation of the Department and College Councils, the Ex-
ecutive Management may accept the transfer of a student to the uni-
versity from a university or educational institution inside or outside
the Kingdom, provided that it is licensed by the competent authori-
ty in the country of study, on the condition that he is not dismissed
from it for any reason. The transferred courses shall be recorded in
the student’s academic record, and the University Council shall issue
the regulations governing this and the possibility of including their

grades in the student’s cumulative GPA in his academic record.

Article 31

A student may be transferred from one program to another within the
university based on the recommendation of the Department Council
to which he is transferred and the approval of the College Council in
accordance with the guidelines and conditions approved by the Uni-

versity Council based on the proposal of the Standing Committee.
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Article 27

A student whose enrollment has been terminated may be re-enrolled
if the conditions preventing him/her from continuing his studies are
acceptable to the Department and College Councils. Re-enrollment
decision shall be made by the Standing Committee in consideration
of the following:

1. A student whose enrollment has been terminated for more than
three academic years is deemed as a new student in terms of
re-studying courses, regardless of what he has previously accom-
plished from the study stage, and the University Council may
except from that in accordance with regulations issued by the
University Council based on a proposal from the Standing Com-

mittee.

2. A student whose enrollment has been terminated for three aca-
demic years or less re-studies some of the courses specified by the
Department Council and approved by the College Council. The
units he studies after re-enrolling are included in his cumulative
GPA, and the period the student spent in the study before termi-
nating his enrollment Shall be calculated within the maximum

period for obtaining the degree.

Article 28

As an exception to Clause (c) of Item (1) of Article (26) of this Reg-
ulation, the College Council may grant the student one exceptional
opportunity, not to exceed one academic year, based on the Depart-

ment Council’s recommendation.

~
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Article 26

1. The student’s enrollment shall be terminated in the following situa-

tions:

a.

If he stops studying, in accordance with the provisions of Arti-
cle (25) of this Regulation.

If he does not pass the supplementary courses, in accordance
with the regulations approved by the Standing Committee.
If his cumulative GPA falls below (Very Good) in two consec-
utive semesters.

If his acceptance is found to be based on his submission of
completely or partially incorrect information or documents.
If he does not obtain the degree within the specified period of

the program.

2. The student’s enrollment shall be terminated by a decision of the

Standing Committee based on the recommendation of the Depart-

ment Council and the endorsement of the College Council in the

following situations:

a.

If it is proven that he is not in academic good standing at the
thesis stage in accordance with the provisions of Article (44)
of this Regulation.

If he does not pass the comprehensive exam after being al-
lowed to repeat it once.

If the thesis is not accepted by the defense committee as being
unsuitable for defense.

If he violates academic integrity, during the coursework or the-
sis-writing phases, or if he violates the laws, regulations, or
related decisions.

~
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2. A service fee for graduate studies and their support in accordance
with regulations approved by the University Council based on the

recommendation of the Standing Committee.

C Chapter Eight: Academic Procedures )

Article 22

The student may postpone the study at the recommendation of the
competent Department Council and the approval of the College
Council in accordance with regulations approved by the University

Council based on the proposal of the Standing Committee.

Article 23

The student may withdraw from one or more courses or all courses of
the semester after the end of the registration period upon the recom-
mendation of the competent Department Council and the approval of
the College Dean according to regulations approved by the Universi-

ty Council based on the proposal of the Standing Committee.
Article 24

If a graduate student withdraws from the university and then decides
to re-join, the university may apply the admission requirements at the

time of the new application.
Article 25

A student shall be deemed to have dropped out if he does not register
within the specified period for registration in each semester in which

he is allowed to register.

~
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Article 19

It is permissible to transfer courses previously passed by a student
at a university or educational institution inside the Kingdom or from
outside the Kingdom provided that these institutions are licensed by
the competent authority in the country of study. This should be based
on the recommendation of the Department Council and the approval
of the College Council. The courses that have been transferred are
recorded in the student’s academic record. The University Council
shall issue the regulations governing this and the possibility of in-
cluding their grades in the student’s cumulative GPA in his academic

record.

Article 20:

With the approval of the competent Department Council and the Col-
lege Dean, the student may postpone his admission one time. The
postponement cannot be accepted after the student starts his studies.
This shall be in accordance with the regulations approved by the Uni-

versity Council based on the proposal of the Standing Committee.

Article 21:

Without prejudice to the decisions issued by the Council of Universi-

ties’ Affairs, the university may charge:

1. Tuition fees or a charge to offer graduate studies programs or
courses provided that these programs have program accreditation,
and the number of students does not exceed the number of accept-
ed students - for the same programs or courses - without fees or
charge. The University Council shall set the regulations governing

this based on a recommendation from the Standing Committee.
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C Chapter Seven: Admission )

Article 15

The Executive Management shall undertake the implementation of
academic procedures, including student admission and registration,
in accordance with the provisions of this Regulation and the regula-

tions approved by the University Council.
Article 16

Without prejudice to Article (15) of this Regulation, a student may
be accepted in a field other than his specialization, based on a rec-
ommendation from the competent Department Council and approval
from the College Council.

Article 17

The competent department may require for admission of the student
to the master’s and doctoral level that he pass a number of supple-
mentary courses from a previous stage or pass a related learning out-
come assessment in order for the student to become eligible to join
the program in accordance with regulations approved by the Stand-
ing Committee based on a proposal from the Department Council and

endorsement from the College Council.

Article 18

A student may be accepted into two graduate studies programs at the
same time provided that the two programs are from the same stage or
from a previous stage, in accordance with regulations approved by the
University Council based on the recommendation of the Standing Com-

mittee.
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Article 12

Study options of a master’s degree shall be either coursework only,
coursework and thesis, coursework and comprehensive exam, or
coursework and graduation research, provided that the study period
of the program and the number of study units are in accordance with
what is specified in the Classification and Framework. The Univer-
sity Council, based on a proposal of the Standing Committee, may
increase the study period for any program, not exceeding half the

specified period.
Article 13

The University Council, based on the recommendation of the Stand-
ing Committee, shall approve the method of doctoral study, provided
that the study period of the program and the number of study units are
in accordance with what is specified in the Classification and Frame-
work. The University Council, based on the proposal of the Standing
Committee, may increase the study period for any program, not ex-

ceeding half the specified period.

Article 14

The period for obtaining the academic degree starts from the begin-
ning of registration for the graduate courses of the program in which
the student is enrolled until the date of completing the requirements
of the program or the student’s supervisor submitting a report to the

Head of Department with a copy of the thesis if any.
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C Chapter Six: Study Programs and Study System )

Article 9

Joint graduate studies programs may be established between de-
partments, colleges, or institutes within the university; or between
the university and educational or research institutions from inside
or outside the Kingdom, in accordance with rules approved by the
University Council based on the recommendation of the Standing
Committee and after coordination with the colleges and departments

or competent entities.

Article 10

The number of study units a graduate student must study at the uni-
versity that will grant him/her the academic degree shall not be less
than fifty percent of the total number of credits required to grant the
degree; and the student must complete his graduation research or his
thesis, if any, entirely under its supervision. Students of joint pro-
grams are excluded from this Article.

Article 11

The study for the higher diploma shall consist of academic courses
and field study, applied, and laboratory work, provided that the study
period of the program and the number of study units are in accor-
dance with specifications in the Classification and Framework. The
University Council, based on a proposal of the Standing Committee,
may increase the study period for any program, not exceeding half
the specified period.

~
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21. Recommending the termination or suspension of graduate stud-
ies programs that do not comply with quality standards or with

the university’s strategy.

22. Reviewing the referrals made by the Chair of the Standing Com-
mittee, the University President, or the University Council in or-
der to provide its opinion. The Committee may delegate some of
its authorities to its Chair, and it may also form standing or tem-
porary committees from among its members or others to study
what they are asked to do.

Article 8

The Standing Committee shall meet upon a call by its Chair at least
once a month, and the meeting shall only be valid if attended by at
least two-thirds of its members, including the Chair or whomever he
deputizes from among the members of the Committee. The Commit-
tee’s decisions are issued by a majority vote of the members present.
In case of a tie, the Chair of the meeting shall have the casting vote.
The decisions of the Standing Committee shall be effective unless
contested by the University President within fifteen days from the
date of receipt. If contested, they shall be returned with the Universi-
ty President’s comments to the Standing Committee. If the Standing
Committee maintains its position, the disputed decisions shall be re-
ferred to the University Council to be decided in its first ordinary or
extraordinary meeting. The University Council may ratify, amend, or
cancel the decisions. The decision of the University Council on this is
final. The Chair of the Standing Committee may invite whomever he
deems necessary to attend some of the Standing Committee meetings

in a non-voting capacity.
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competent departments and the approval of the College Councils.

13. Suggesting the guidelines for forming supervisory committees

and thesis defense committees.

14. Setting general frameworks and standards for comprehensive

exam and graduation research.

15. Setting the overall framework for research plans and the rules
governing writing, printing, producing, and submitting thesis;
preparing forms for the thesis defense committee reports; and

evaluating thesis.

16. Studying periodic reports related to graduate studies that are sub-
mitted by the academic departments at the university.

17. Proposing the offering of graduate studies programs outside the
university premises and submitting this to the University Council

to take what it deems appropriate.

18. Recommending the approval of the colleges’ proposals regarding
development initiatives related to graduate studies in order to de-

velop the university’s financial resources.

19. Recommending the determination of the fees for applying to
graduate programs, the tuition fees for the programs, and the fees
for support services related to graduate studies, based on the pro-

posals of the Department and College Councils.

20. Recommending the allocation of scholarships for students, in
full or in part, in accordance with the regulations approved by the

University Council.
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. Recommending the approval of study plans and detailed stan-
dards to the University Council, based on a proposal from the
Department Council and endorsement by the College Council in

accordance with international benchmarks and comparisons.

. Proposing standards for graduate studies programs for approval

by the University Council.

. Proposing the rules regulating the evaluation of graduate studies

programs for approval by the University Council.

. Supervising the evaluation of graduate studies programs at the
university on a regular basis, through specialized committees or

bodies inside or outside the university.

. Reviewing the comprehensive report prepared by the Executive
Management on the graduate studies programs at the university
and the results of evaluating those programs and submitting them

to the University Council.

10. Recommending the approval of the college councils’ proposals

regarding graduate studies programs that are compatible with the
community’s needs, the Kingdom’s plans and visions, and global

trends, for approval by the University Council.

11. Supporting proposals for determining academic degrees and cer-

tificates and their names in both Arabic and English, based on the

proposals of Department and College Councils.

12. Recommending the numbers of students who can be accept-

ed each academic year in the graduate studies programs to the

University Council, based on a proposal from the councils of the
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1. Five deans of university colleges and institutes that offer gradu-
ate programs, considering the diversity of colleges and institutes’

specializations.
2. Dean of Development and Quality at the university.

3. Dean, director, or head of the Executive Management unit, who

shall be the secretary of the committee.

4. Three members who are experienced and specialized in graduate

studies from inside or outside the university.

The members specified in Clauses (1) and (4) of this Article are ap-
pointed by a decision of the University Council upon the University

President’s nomination for a two-year term that is renewable.

Article 7
Without prejudice to the provisions of this Regulation, the Standing

Committee shall undertake the following tasks:
1. Proposing the general policy for graduate studies at the university
and supervising its implementation after approval by the Univer-

sity Council.

2. Recommending the approval of the admission requirements for
graduate studies programs and updating them upon the request of

the councils of competent departments, colleges, and institutes.
3. Supervising joint graduate programs.

4. Recommending the approval and amendment of graduate studies
programs, after studying and refereeing, to the University Coun-
cil based on a proposal from the Department Council, and en-

dorsement of the proposal by the College Council.
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ter’s or doctoral program in addition to the availability of research
capabilities such as laboratories, computer facilities, and others in
order to ensure the success of the program in terms of teaching,
supervision, and research.

. The number of students expected to be accepted into the program
should be appropriate to ensure its continuance, and the maxi-
mum number of students in each class should not exceed twen-
ty-five students.

. When approving its programs, the university shall adhere to the

following criteria in the following order:

. The unified Saudi Standard Classification of Educational Levels

and Specializations.

. The National Qualifications Framework in the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia.

. Suspension of admission to master’s and doctoral programs that
do not obtain program accreditation from the Education and Train-
ing Evaluation Commission or one of the international agencies
approved by the Commission within two years of graduating the

first cohort from the programs.

Chapter Five: Organization of the Standing
Committee for Graduate Studies

Article 6

A Standing Committee for graduate studies (the Standing Commit-
tee) shall be formed at the university, and it is to be organizationally
linked to the authorized Vice-President and chaired by him/her and
the membership of the following:

J
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challenges of sustainable development locally in Saudi society,
regionally, and globally.

8. Enhancing local, regional, and international cooperation and part-
nership opportunities.

9. Developing the knowledge economy outputs to contribute to

achieving the sustainable development goals of Saudi society.

Chapter Four: Criteria for Graduate
Program Approval

Article 5

The University Council shall set the detailed criteria for approving

graduate programs in accordance with the following:

1. The university must have obtained institutional accreditation
from the Education and Training Evaluation Commission.

2. The bachelor’s program - in the same specialization - must have
obtained program accreditation from the Education and Training
Evaluation Commission or from one of the international accredit-
ing agencies approved by the Commission in order to approve the
higher diploma or master’s program. For the approval of the doc-
toral program, the master’s program - in the same specialization
- must have obtained program accreditation from the Education
and Training Evaluation Commission or from one of the interna-
tional agencies approved by the Commission.

3. The department must have a sufficient number of professors and

associate professors who are specialized in the field of the mas-
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Chapter Three: Objectives of
Graduate Studies

Article 4

Graduate studies aim to achieve the following:
1.

Maintain advanced studies and research that serve the national

goals, expanding them, and endeavoring to publish them.

. Contributing to the enrichment of all areas of knowledge by

means of specialised studies and academic research to gain ac-
cess to innovative scientific and applied research additions and to

reveal new facts.

. Providing students with the educational opportunities to pursue

graduate courses locally.

Offering qualifying courses and programs to students to increase
their level of qualification and competence in conducting studies
and research that benefit the country and contribute to the enrich-

ment of their respective specialisations.

. Recruiting a group of exceptional students from across the world

in the most essential research subjects in order to enhance the
outputs of academic research and increase the required cultural

diversity in graduate programs.

Preparing and developing the academic and professional special-
ists that society needs.

Encouraging creativity and innovation to keep pace with the de-

mands of knowledge and technical development, elevating the

level of academic research, and directing it to address issues and
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Graduation Research
A research requirement that may be completed over the course of
one or two semesters. It qualifies for the academic degree and is a

subject-specific course within the program’s courses.

Thesis

The thesis or dissertation that represents the research and its results,
which the student prepares and submits for the purpose of obtaining

the degree.

Chapter Two: Objectives and Enforcement
of the Regulation

Article 2

Without prejudice to the provisions of Regulations on Studying and
Examinations at the University Undergraduate Level, this Regulation
aims to organize graduate studies in universities in order to increase
the efficacy and quality of the educational process and academic pro-

cedures for the graduate studies stages at the university.

Article 3

The provisions of this Regulation shall apply to universities that are
subject to the Law of the Higher Education Council and Universities
issued by Royal Decree No. M/8 dated 4/6/1414 H and universities
that are subject to the Law of Universities issued by Royal Decree
No. M/27 dated 2/3/1441 H..

~
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Postponement of Admission

Postponing the commencement date of the student’s studies follow-
ing the issuing of his university identification number and prior to
course registration. This can only be done once, and it cannot be done

after the study has begun.

Postponement of Study

The student suspends the continuance of the period specified - pur-
suant to this Regulation - for obtaining the academic degree after the

commencement of his studies.

Withdrawal

The student permanently terminates his relationship with the univer-
sity in which he is enrolled before completing his academic program.
Termination of Enrollment

The university terminates its relationship with the student before he
completes his academic program for specific reasons stipulated in

this Regulation.

Re-enrollment

The university restores its relationship with the student whose enroll-
ment has been terminated.

Comprehensive Exam

A test of the knowledge and skills required for obtaining a graduate
program degree (higher diploma/master’s/doctorate). The compre-
hensive exam may be the final qualifier for some of these degrees
except for the Ph.D.
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Program

The set of courses, the thesis, the graduation research, the compre-
hensive exam, or those that the student studies during a specified
period of time in order to obtain an academic degree or a higher cer-

tificate in the field of specialization.

Joint Program

An academic program in which more than one department or college
from within the university, or from the educational institutions or re-
search institutions inside or outside the Kingdom participate; and it

has specific learning outcomes.

Study Unit

The weekly theoretical lecture, the weekly academic symposium, the
clinical lesson, or the exercise lesson of no less than 50-minute dura-
tion, the practical lesson of no less than 100-minute duration, or the

field lesson specified in the study plan.

Course

The study material in the plan of each program, which includes a
number, code and description of the content, is subject to follow-up,
evaluation and development in each section. It may be taught inde-
pendently or have a prerequisite or concurrent requisite. The prereq-
uisite or the concurrent requisite may be waived based on an exam-

ination of specific learning outcomes.
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C Chapter One: Definitions )

Article 1

The following terms and phrases whenever they appear in this Regulation
shall have the meanings herein specified unless the context indicates oth-

erwise:

Graduate Studies

A stage of education above the bachelor’s, such as a graduate certifi-
cate, master’s degree, or doctorate.

Classification

The unified Saudi Classification of Educational Levels and Special-
izations issued by Council of Ministers’ Resolution No. (75) dated
27/1/1442 H, and any amendments or updates thereto.

Framework

The National Qualifications Framework in the Kingdom of Saudi Ara-
bia issued by the decision of the Board of Directors of the Education
and Training Evaluation Commission at its 1st meeting for the 2nd
session held on 6/6/1441 H, and any amendments or updates thereto.

Authorized Vice-President

The university competent vice-president concerned with the affairs
of graduate studies at the university according to the organizational
structure of the university.

Executive Management

The deanship, department, or unit in the university in charge of carry-
ing out graduate studies-related academic procedures in accordance
with the university’s approved organizational structure.
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Article Twenty-Eight:

Everything that is not clearly stated in the articles of this statute shall
conform to the laws and regulations in force in the University.

Article Twenty-Nine:
The executive rules of this statute are issued by the University Council.
Article Thirty:

The provisions of this statute apply to universities that implement the
system of the Council of Higher Education and Universities issued by
Royal Decree No. (M/8) dated 4/6/1414 AH, and universities that imple-
ment the University System issued by Royal Decree No. (M/27) dated
2/3/1441 AH, according to the applicable system in the University.

Article Thirty-One

The Universities Affairs Council has the right to interpret the articles of
this statute.

Article Thirty-Two

For universities, this statute shall replace the statute governing student
funds in educational institutions issued by the Council of Higher Edu-
cation Resolution No. (12/27/1423 AH) dated 2/11/1423 AH, and shall
be enacted at the beginning of the fiscal year following the date of its
approval by the Universities Affairs Council, and all provisions that
conflict with it are repealed.

O
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Article Twenty-Three

The provisions, rules, and procedures in force at the university apply to
the Fund’s warehouses.

Article Twenty-Four

The Fund’s documents, records, books and ledgers shall be subject to
the rules of safekeeping applied at the University.

Article Twenty-Five

The external auditor reviews the Fund’s accounts and financial state-
ments, expresses a professional opinion on them, and submits them to
the Board of Directors for discussion in preparation for submitting them
to the University Council.

Article Twenty-Six

The surplus of the Fund’s revenues over its expenditures at the end of
the fiscal year is transferred to an account called the Fund’s Accumu-
lated Surplus Account. Any spending from this account is made by a
decision of the University Council, according to the provisions of dis-
bursement specified in this statute.

C Chapter Eight: General Provisions )

Article Twenty-Seven:

The Fund prepares its final accounts and financial statements and sub-
mits them to the Board of Directors, accompanied by the external au-
ditor’s report, within a period not exceeding three months from the end
of the fiscal year, in preparation for their approval by the University
Council.

~
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Article Twenty

Fund disbursement for the establishment of investment projects shall be
in accordance with the following stipulations:

1. The disbursement does not affect other aspects of fund expenditure
mentioned in Article (13) of this statute.

2. The availability of a feasibility study for the project endorsed by the
Board of Directors and approved by the President of the University.

3. The disbursement for the investment is made from the Fund’s accu-
mulated surplus account.

Chapter Six: Procurement and Business
Execution Insurance

Article Twenty-One

The rules and procedures in force in the university are applied to the
operations of securing purchases and commissioning works for the Fund
and its projects in accordance with the powers stipulated in the statute
governing financial affairs in universities.

( Chapter Seven: Accounts )

Article Twenty-Two

The Fund shall have an appropriate accounting system consistent with
the applicable laws and statutes of the University, as well as the financial
and accounting policies and procedures approved for the Fund.

~
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B. an estimated budget for its implementation, indicating the amount
of funding from the University budget, if any, and the required
support from the Fund.

2. Ensuring that the amount is available in the Fund’s budget in prepara-
tion for presenting it to the Board of Directors for a decision.

3. The amount is paid to the person responsible for the activity as a
temporary advance upon approval of the Board of Directors, taking
the necessary measures to ensure repayment, or through deduction
from salary and entitlements of the borrower, after the approval of
the President of the University based on the recommendation of the
Board of Directors.

4. The person in charge of the activity shall submit all supporting doc-
uments for the advance, and proof of the transfer of what may re-
main from the advance to the account of the Fund, to the Executive
Director, and it shall be closed within fifteen days from the date of
fulfilling the objective of the advance.

5. Denying a disclaimer from the university for the person responsible
for the activity until it is confirmed that he has paid back the entire
advance.

6. The Chairperson of the Fund’s Board of Directors may, in case of
urgency and upon his/her assessment of the situation, disburse part
of the required amount of support before presenting it to the Board
of Directors, provided that it is presented to the Board in its next ses-
sion to obtain the Board’s approval and the amount does not exceed
(20%) of the value of the requested amount. The executive rules
determine the regulations and procedures in such situations.

y
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. Presenting the applications to the Board of Directors for approval and

for determining the amount of the subsidy or the loan, as well as its
repayment period.

. In urgent cases, the Chairperson of the Board of Directors may dis-

burse an amount not exceeding one thousand (1000) riyals in the
case of a subsidy and (2000) two thousand riyals in the case of a
loan, provided that the case is presented to the Board of Directors in
the first session for review.

. Loan repayment is made on the scheduled date by deducting it from

the student’s monthly stipend, provided that the monthly deduction
does not exceed (25%) of the monthly stipend, unless the Board of
Directorsdecidesotherwise.

. Denying a disclaimer for a borrowing student until it is confirmed

that he has paid back the entire amount of the loan.

7. With the approval of the Board of Directors, the Chairperson may ex-

empt the student from paying back the rest of the loan in exceptional
cases as determined by the Board of Directors.

8. The loan or what is left of it is cancelled in the event of the student’s

death.

Article Nineteen:

The disbursement from the Fund shall be used to support student ac-
tivities, and to grant prizes to participants and outstanding students in
accordance with the following stipulations:

1. The person in charge of the activity submits a request to the Chairper-

son of the Board of Directors, accompanied by the following:

A. a list of detailed activities and the time required for their imple-

mentation.
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Article Seventeen:

A permanent advance, determined by the Board of Directors, may be
allocated to be used for urgent expenses necessary for the Fund’s oper-
ations with a value that does not exceed five thousand (5000) riyals, in
accordance with the following restrictions :

1. The disbursement shall be made with the approval of the Executive
Director or his representative

2. The inadmissibility of dividing the expenditure on one item by itself,

with the intention of disbursing it from the advance

3. The spending from the advance is reviewed by the Board of Directors
every six months with the purpose of adjusting the amount to be
within the average expense for this period

4. The expenditure shall be topped up with the approval of the Chair-
person of the Board of Directors or his representative whenever it is
almost depleted. It must be closed at the end of the fiscal year and the
remainder of it is transferred to the account of the Fund.

5. The Executive Director shall make an inventory of the advance at
least every three months and match that with what appears in the

records.
Article Eighteen:

The disbursement from the Fund for loans and subsidies shall be in ac-
cordance with the following regulations:

1. The requests for loans and subsidies shall be through submitting ap-

plication forms designed for these purposes.

2. Reviewing student cases in coordination with the concerned parties
at the University.

y

Statute for University Student Funds
issued by Universities Affair Council

Resolution N°. (1/13/1444) in its 13" meeting

on 25/5/1444 1,




-

C. Administrative and operational expenses required for the operation
of the Fund.
D. Establishing investment projects or contributing to them.

2. The foregoing takes into account coordination between the concerned
authorities and departments at the university to avoid duplication of
spending on the same project.

( Chapter Five: Collection and Disbursement )

Article Fourteen:

With the approval of the University President, one or more independent
accounts will be opened for the Fund in banks and financial institutions
licensed to operate in the Kingdom, where the Fund’s revenues will be
deposited. Withdrawal from the Fund’s account is by bank remittance or
checks signed by two persons authorized by the University President.
The Executive Director will supervise the Fund’s bank accounts.

Article Fifteen:

The disbursement shall be within the limits of the appropriations of the
estimated budget approved for the Fund, after its approval by the Fund’s
Financial Controller and the Executive Director.

Article Sixteen:

It is not permissible to disburse any amount from the Fund’s money
unless original documents are presented, including electronic docu-
ments. In the event of a disbursement upon presentation of copies of
documents, or replacements for the lost ones, disbursement is done in
accordance with the decisions and instructions in force in the Kingdom.
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Article Eleven:

Transfers are allowed between expenditure items during the fiscal year,
and the total estimate of expenditures may be increased, whether by cre-
ating new expenditures that were not included in the estimated budget,
or by increasing existing appropriations based on the proposal of the
Executive Director, the recommendation of the Board of Directors, and
the approval of the University Council.

Article Twelve:
The Fund’s financial resources consist of the following:

1. Deductions from the monthly stipends of university students, at the
rate of ten riyals from each student whose monthly stipend is not less
than (850) riyals, and at the rate of five (5) riyals from each student
whose stipend is less than that amount.

2. Revenue from the investment projects, e 3. Support provided by the
University to the Fund.

4. Donations, grants and bequests.
5. Support provided by government agencies and institutions.

6. Support allocated by the University Higher Education Fund for the
Fund’s budget.

Article Thirteen:

1. Disbursements from the Fund include the following:
A. Subsidies and loans provided to students.
B. Sums for students’ programs and activities, including allowanc-
es for the supervisors assigned to the activities and the commit-

tees formed for them, as well as sums for prizes for participants
and outstanding students in these activities.

y

Statute for University Student Funds
issued by Universities Affair Council

Resolution N°. (1/13/1444) in its 13" meeting

on 25/5/1444 1,




~

7. Keeping all valuable documents and handing them over to a special-

ist as work requires.
8. Supervising inventories of assets and loans.

9. Carrying out the work assigned to the Manager by the Board of Di-
rectors within the limits of his/her competence

( Chapter Four: Fund Budget )

Article Nine

The Fund shall have an independent budget that includes its revenues
and expenses. The Fund»s fiscal year is aligned to the fiscal year of the

University.
Article Ten

1. The Fund prepares its estimated budget, which includes its revenues
according to its resources and its projected expenses according to its
terms. The Executive Director shall present the budget to the Board of
Directors at least three months prior to the beginning of the fiscal year
for discussion in preparation for its approval by the University Council.

2. In case of non-approval of the estimated budget before the beginning
of the new fiscal year, the budget of the previous year remains in
force, provided that it is approved within three months of the begin-
ning of the year. If this period expires before the budget is approved,
then spending will continue from the budget of the previous fiscal
year, but only towards the financial rights of individuals on other

party rights only.
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Article Seven:

An allowance for the Chairperson and members of the Board of
Directors in the amount of (500) five hundred riyals shall be paid for
attending each meeting, provided that the amount they receive does
not exceed (10,000) ten thousand riyals in the fiscal year.

Article Eight:

An Executive Manager shall be appointed to manage the Fund - upon
nomination by the Chairperson of the Board of Directors and with the

approval of the Board of Directors - provided the nominee is a qualified

Saudi citizen with experience in financial affairs.

The executive manager is responsible for implementing the Fund’s pol-
icies and applying its rules, managing it, monitoring its work and safe-
keeping its money and assets. The manager is entitled to the following:

1. Implementing the Board of Directors’ decisions in accordance with

this Statute.

. Supervising and managing the employees of the Fund in accordance
with the powers vested in it.

. Supervising the preparation of the estimated budget and financial
statements and submitting them to the Board of Directors in a timely
manner.

. Preparing tentative financial and accounting policies and procedures
and submitting them to the Board of Directors

. Preparing economic feasibility studies for investment projects in
preparation for their approval by the Board of Directors

. Following up on the repayment of loans and reporting to the Board
of Directors on any past-due payments and appropriate collection
proposals

y
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majority of the members, including the Chairperson of the Board
or his representative, and decisions are taken by the majority of the
votes of those present. In case of a tie in votes, the side the Chairper-
son votes for has the majority. The objecting member must record
his objection and the reasons for the objection in the Council meet-
ing minutes. The minutes of the Board of Directors are presented to
the President of the University for approval and endorsement. The
decisions of the Board of Directors are considered in effect unless
an objection is received from the President of the University within
fifteen days from the date the President receives them. If the Pres-
ident objects to them, they are returned to the Board of Directors
accompanied by the President’s objection for reconsideration. If the
Board’s opinion does not change, the contested decision is referred
to the University Council to be decided on in its first regular or ex-
ceptional session, and then, the University Council has the right to
adopt the decision, amend or cancel it, and its decision in this regard
isfinal.

2. The Chairperson of the Board of Directors may invite to the meeting

any non-voting person whose help is deemed necessary.

. The Board>s deliberations and decisions are recorded in minutes

signed by the Chairperson of the Board and the members present,
and the Board of Directors notifies the concerned authorities of these

decisions in the appropriate manner.

. Members may not abstain from voting when they are present, and

may not authorize another member to vote on their behalf when they
areabsent.

. It is not permissible for a member to disclose any of the Council’s

confidential information.

~
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external auditor to audit the Fund’s accounts.

6. Discussing the Fundys closing account statement after it has been
reviewed by the External Auditor, in preparation for its approval by
the University Council.

7. Discussing the Fund’s annual report after it has been reviewed by the
External Auditor, in preparation for its approval by the University
Council.

8. Ensuring that the work related to the Fund is carried out in accor-
dance with its statute and approved budget.

9. Recommending the approval of contracts with the Fund’s employees
and collaborators and submitting them to the President of the Uni-
versity for approval.

10. Proposing wages, allowances, bonuses, and any other benefits for
the Fund’s staff in accordance with the job and financial statutes
and regulations in force at the University, and submitting them to
the University Council for approval of what it deems appropriate
regarding them.

11. Submitting periodic reports to the President of the University explain-
ing the Fund’s activities, its work, and its financial status. The Board
of Directors also submits a comprehensive report to the University
Council at the end of each fiscal year on its work throughout the year.

12. Discussing specific issues referred to the Fund by the President of
the University or suggested by the Chairperson of the Board of Di-
rectors or one of its members.

Article Six
1. The Board of Directors meets upon the invitation of its Chairperson

at least once a month, or at the request of at least one third of its
members. To be valid, the meeting requires the attendance of the

y
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. The Dean of Student Affairs - Chairperson.

. One of the Vice Deans of Student Affairs - Vice President

. The Executive Director of the Student Fund - Member and Trustee.
. Three interested faculty members at the University - members.

DN B~ W N =

. Three highly qualified and active students - members according to
the regulations approved by the University Council for selecting stu-
dents as members of the councils.

6. One of the specialists in financial control or auditing from the Uni-

versity - member.

The appointment of members in items (2-4-5-6) shall be upon the nom-

ination of the President of the University, and shall be a tenure of two

years, renewable once, taking into account rotation when nominating
between colleges whenever possible.

Article Five

The Board of Directors is concerned with proposing general policies
and supervising the technical, administrative and financial aspects of
the Fund and taking the necessary decisions to achieve the Fund’s ob-
jectives. Particularly, the board is tasked with:

1. Discussing the Fund’s tentative estimated budget and any amend-
ments to it in preparation for its approval by the University Council.

2. Studying ways to increase the Fund>s resources inside and outside
the university and recommending them to the University Council.

3. Preparing the financial, accounting and investment policies and pro-
cedures for the Fund to be approved by the University Council upon
the recommendation of the University President.

4. Recommending the acceptance of grants, bequests, gifts and dona-
tions that are presented to the Fund in accordance with the regula-
tions and instructions and submitting them to the University Council

5. Recommending the assignment of an external auditor to the Univer-
sity Council. The University Council has the authority to assign an

NS o J
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Chapter Two: The Establishment of the
Fund, its Headquarter and its Objectives

Article Two:

The University has the right to establish a fund to support and serve stu-
dents at the University. The fund shall have financial and administrative
independence in accordance with the provisions of this Statute, and it
may establish sub-funds in the different University’s campuses. The
Fund is administratively linked to the President of the University, and its
headquarter shall be located on the University’s Main Campus.

Article Three:
The Fund aims to provide support and services to regular students, such
as the following:
1. Providing subsidies and loans to students.

2. Establishing beneficial investment projects for students or contribut-
ing in such activities as subsidizing canteens, printing, copying and
photocopying, as well as procuring stationary, scientific tools and
similar necessities.

3. Supporting student activities and granting prizes to participants.

4. Developing the Fund and investing the surplus in a way that achieves
the Fund’s goals and ensures its financial sustainability.

( Chapter Three: Fund Administration )

Article Four:

The governance, management and running of the Fund’s affairs is un-
dertaken by a Board of Directors formed by a decision of the Universi-
ty Council, which shall consist of:
- e J
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Statute’s Legal Document

e Paragraph (Six) of Article (Fifteen) of the Council of Higher Educa-
tion and University System issued by Royal Decree No. (M/8) dated
4/6/1414 AH, which stipulates that one of the competencies of the
Council of Higher Education (Universities Affairs Council) is to issue
standard statutes for universities.

e Paragraph (Nine) of Article (Seven) of the Universities System issued
by Royal Decree No. (M/27) dated 3/2/1441 AH, which stipulates
that one of the competencies of the Universities Affairs Council is to
“approve the statute governing student funds in universities.”

Statute for Student Funds in Universities

( Chapter One: Definitions )

Article One

The following terms and expressions - wherever they appear in these
regulations — shall carry the meanings indicated in the following defini-
tions, unless the context means otherwise:

The system: the system of the Council of Higher Education and Uni-
versities issued by Royal Decree No. (M / 8) dated 4/6/1414 AH, or the
university system issued by Royal Decree No. (M/27) dated 3/2/1441
AH, depending on the system in force at the university.

Fund: Student Fund at the University

Board of Directors: Board of Directors of the Fund.

Loan: A sum of money disbursed to the student and recovered in accor-
dance with the provisions of this statute.

Subsidy: A sum of money granted to a student in accordance with the
provisions of this statute and which is not refundable.
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Article 25
The council of each university sets the executive rules for this Reg-

ulation.
Article 26

The minutes of the General Assembly and the Board meetings are

approved by the University President the society is affiliated with or

whomever the President delegates.

Article 27

In the event of a disagreement between the University President and
the General Assembly or the Board, the matter is referred to the Uni-

versity Council and its decision is final.
Article 28

The provisions of this Regulation shall apply to universities that fol-
low the System of the Council of Higher Education and Universities
issued by Royal Decree No. (M/8) dated 4/6/1414 1, and universities
that follow the System of Universities issued by Royal Decree No.
(M/27) dated 2/3/1441".

Article 29
The Universities Affairs’ Council has the right to interpret this statute.

Article 30

This Regulation replaces the Rules Governing Academic Societies
in Saudi Universities issued by the Higher Education Council Reso-
lution No. (10/15/1420) dated 1/2/1420 ". It shall go into effect after
(90 days) from the date of its approval by the Universities Affairs’

Council, and all provisions that contradict it are hereby repealed.
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3. Approval of the establishment of branches of the academic society

in another university based on the proposal of the General Assem-
bly

4. Recommending the dissolution of the academic society, merging
it, or suspending its activity.

5. Following the procedures for establishing, dissolving, merging or

transferring academic societies.

6. Evaluating and following up the performance of academic societ-

ies, and measuring performance indicators.
7. Reviewing the annual reports of academic societies.

8. Following up on the completion of the procedures for establish-
ing academic societies, and the formation of the general assembly,
and the board of directors of the society.

9. Any other tasks assigned to it by the Universities Affairs’ Council.

The Supervisory Committee may form committees and work teams
from its members or others who are entrusted with whatever tasks the

Committee deems appropriate, and the decision to form each com-

mittee shall specify its Chair, members and tasks.

( Chapter Nine: General Provisions )

Article 24

The academic society reports to the University President in which it

was established or to whomever the President delegates.

~
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nominated by the Secretary-General of the Council of Universities

Affairs (members)
There shall be a Secretary of the Committee assigned by the Chair of
the Committee.

2. The term of membership for members in paragraphs (c, d, e) is

three years, renewable once.

3. Diversity in specialization and universities shall be taken into ac-

count when selecting members.

Article 22
The supervisory committee meets at least every three months at the
invitation of its Chair. The meeting is not valid unless at least two-
thirds of its members are present, including the Chair or the Vice-
Chair. Its decisions or recommendations are issued by the majority

of the votes of those present and in case of equality, the side with

which the chair of the meeting voted for shall prevail.

Article 23

The supervisory committee shall have the following duties and re-

sponsibilities:

1. Recommending the establishment of the academic society based
on the recommendations of the Academic Council and the Univer-
sity Council.

2. Recommending the transfer of the academic society from one uni-

versity to another, based on the recommendations of the Academic

Council and the University Council in both universities.

\
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ident, opens a separate account in one of the banks or financial
institutions licensed to operate in the Kingdom, and deposits its
revenues there. This account shall be disbursed by bank transfer
or checks signed by two persons approved by the University Pres-

ident, one of whom is the treasurer of the academic society.

5. The external auditor of the academic society reviews its accounts
and financial statements and provides an opinion on them in ac-
cordance with the rules, professional norms, and accounting stan-
dards generally accepted and approved in the Kingdom for similar

establishments, and submits them to the Board.

Chapter Eight: The Supervisory Committee and
its Responsibilities

Article 21

1. By a resolution of the Universities Affairs Council, a supervisory
committee called the “Academic Societies Supervisory Commit-

tee” shall be formed, consisting of:
a. Secretary General of the Council of Universities Affairs ~ (Chair)

b. Deputy Minister of the Ministry of Education for Research and
Innovation (Vice-Chair)

c. Three relevant university vice-presidents, nominated by the Minis-
ter of Education (members)

d. Four of board chairs of academic societies, nominated by the Sec-
retary-General of the Council of Universities Affairs (members)

e. Two individuals experienced in the affairs of academic societies,
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Chapter Seven: The Academic Society’s Finan-
cial Resources and Financial Structure

Article 19

The resources of the academic society consist of the following:

1.
2.
3.

Revenues from annual subscription fees of members;

Revenues from its various activities;

Gifts, donations, grants, sponsorships, wills, and endowments af-
ter completing the required procedures;

The support provided to it by the university;

5. Investment returns from its funds in accordance with the invest-

ment policies and procedures approved in the academic society.

Other financial resources approved by the General Assembly, pro-
vided that they do not conflict with the goals of the academic so-

ciety or the systems and regulations followed in the university.

Article 20

. The fiscal year of the academic society shall be the fiscal year of

the university.

. The academic society shall have an accounting system that is con-

sistent with the financial and accounting policies and procedures

approved by the academic society.

. No amount shall be collected or disbursed until after verifying that

all collection and exchange operations are in compliance with the

financial controls approved by the academic society.

The academic society, with the approval of the University Pres-
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8.
9.

and recommending them to the General Assembly.

. Discussing the annual budget of the academic society, and recom-

mending it to the General Assembly.

Proposing financial, accounting, and investment controls, policies,

and procedures; and submitting them to the General Assembly.

. Discussing the end-of-year financial statement and the report of

the external auditor, and submitting them to the General Assem-
bly.

. Discussing the annual report of the academic society, and sub-

mitting it to the University Council after being approved by the
General Assembly.

. Submitting the annual report of the academic society to the Super-

visory Committee after submitting it to the University Council.
Determining the annual subscription fees of the members.

Preparing the agenda of the General Assembly meetings.

10. Approving the activities of the academic society in accordance

with the regular procedures followed at the university.

11. Forming committees and specialized groups to perform the tasks

and activities of the academic society.

The Board may delegate some of its responsibilities to its Chair or

one of its committees.
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Article 17

1. The Board holds a regular meeting every three months, and this
meeting is not valid unless attended by the majority of its mem-
bers, provided that the Chair or the Vice-Chair is among them. It
may hold extraordinary meetings whenever more than half of its
members request it, or one-fifth of the members of the General
Assembly or the Chair of the Board so request. In this case, the
meeting is limited to discussing the topics for which the Board

meeting is held.

2. Board decisions are reached by a majority vote of the attendees,
and in the event of equal votes, the vote of the Chair of the Board

shall prevail.

3. The Chair of the Board may invite whomever s/he sees fit to at-

tend the meetings of the Board without having the right to vote.

4. A member shall not abstain from voting when s/he is present, or

authorize another member to vote for him in his absence.

5. It is not permissible for a member to disclose any of the secrets of

the Board that s/he has come across.

Article 18
The Board is responsible for the following:

1. Proposing the rules regulating the internal workflow of the aca-
demic society in a way that does not conflict with the provisions

of this Regulation.

2. Preparing the strategic and annual plans of the academic society,
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Chapter Six: The Board of Directors and Its
Functions

Article 16

. The Board consists of no fewer than five and no more than nine

active members elected by secret vote by the General Assembly,
provided that at least two of them are employees of the university
where the academic society was founded.

. The term of Board membership is three years, renewable once.

. If a member of the Board is absent from the Board meetings for

three consecutive meetings without an acceptable excuse, the
Board may consider him as resigning from the Board membership.

When the membership of one of the Board members selected by
the General Assembly becomes vacant for any reason, the Board
selects a replacement member who is to be approved by the Gen-
eral Assembly at its first meeting.

. The Board selects its Chair by secret ballot from among its mem-

bers; the Chair’s position lasts for a period of three years, rénew-
able once, provided that s/he is an employee of the university to
which the academic society belongs. The Board also selects from
among its members a Vice-Chair, a Secretary of the Board, and a

Treasurer.

. The Chair of the Board is considered a representative of the ac-

ademic society before others and acts on its behalf in communi-

cating with official and non-official bodies in the Kingdom and

abroad in accordance with the established regular procedures.
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demic society in a way that does not conflict in accordance with
the provisions of this Regulation;

2. Approving the strategic and annual plans of the academic society;

3. Approving the annual budget of the academic society and approv-
ing its end-of-year financial statement;

4. Recommending to the University Council the financial, account-

ing, and investment controls, policies, and procedures;

5. Approving the annual report of the academic society;

6. Selecting Board members;

7. Proposing the establishment of branches of the academic society
based on the recommendation of the Board;

8. Appointing an external auditor for the academic society’s accounts

and determining his compensations;

9. Endorsing the external auditor’s report in preparation for its sub-
mission to the University President;

10. Proposing transfer of the headquarters of the academic society

from one university to another
11. Proposing the dissolution of the academic society

12. Proposing the merging of the academic society with another.

Article 15

The General Assembly, based on the proposal of the Board, may
nominate an Honorary Chair of the Academic Society from among
the individuals known for their interest in the fields of work of the

academic society for a period of three years, subject to renewal, and

this is issued by a decision of the University Council.
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Chapter Five: The General Assembly
and Its Functions

Article 13
1. The General Assembly shall consist of active members. Their

number shall not be less than thirty.

2. The General Assembly shall hold an ordinary meeting once a year
at the invitation of the Chair of the Board. The meeting is not valid
unless attended by the majority of the members (in physical atten-
dance or via video call). If the majority does not attend, another
meeting may be held after ten business days, and this meeting is
considered valid with the attendance of no less than 25% of the
total members. At the invitation of the University President, or a
request from the Board or one-fifth of the members of the General

Assembly, an extraordinary meeting may be held.

3. The meeting of the General Assembly is chaired by the Chair of
the Board. In the event that the Honorary President of the academ-
ic society attends the meeting, s/he will chair the meeting unless s/

he chooses to abstain from that role.

4. The decisions of the General Assembly shall be determined by at
least the majority of the votes of the members present, and in case
of equality, the side with which the Chair of the meeting voted

shall prevail.
Article 14

The General Assembly strives to achieve the goals of the academic
society, and it is specifically responsible for the following:

1. Approving the rules regulating the internal workflow of the aca-
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its various committees and participate in discussions, without having

the right to vote.

In all cases, membership requires that the applicant has not been sen-
tenced to a legal punishment, imprisonment for a crime against honor
or trust, imprisonment for a period exceeding one year, or a decision
was issued to dismiss him/her from work for disciplinary reasons,
except after at least one year has passed from the date of expiry of

execution of punishment, imprisonment, or dismissal.
Article 11
Membership of the academic society ends in the following cases:

1. Withdrawal or death of the member.

2. The member has not paid the annual subscription fees after the lapse

of one year from its entitlement.
3. The member loses one of the membership conditions.

4. If the member performs any act or activity that results in harming
the academic society, whether materially or morally, and in this case,

the membership does not lapse without the approval of the Board.

5. If the member has been sentenced or imprisoned for a crime

against honor or trust.

6. If the member was dismissed from public service for disciplinary
reasons.
Article 12

A decision may be issued by the Board to restore membership to the
member who lost it - at the member’s request - if the reasons for dis-

continuing the previous membership cease to exist.
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(Chapter Four: Membership of the Academic Society)

Article 10

There are three types of membership:
1. Active membership:

a. The membership applicant must have at least a bachelor’s de-
gree or its equivalent in the field of specialization;

b. Payment of the annual subscription fees;

c. Meeting any other conditions approved by the General Assem-
bly;

d. Acceptance by a decision of the Board.

2. Honorary membership is granted by a decision of the General As-
sembly to those who contributed to the development of the aca-
demic society’s areas of interest, or made significant financial or
moral contributions to it. The honorary member is exempted from
paying the subscription fees, and s/he may attend the meetings of
the General Assembly and its various committees and participate
in the discussions, without having the right to vote.

3. Affiliate Membership for:
a. Undergraduate students in the field of specialization of the aca-

demic society.

b. Those who work and are interested in the field of specializa-
tion of the academic society but do not meet the qualification

requirement specified for active membership.

An affiliate member is exempted from 50% of the annual subscrip-

tion fees, and s/he may attend meetings of the General Assembly and

\
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Article 7

The academic society shall be dissolved, its establishment decision
canceled, its merging into another academic society, or its activity
suspended by a decision of the Universities Affairs’ Council or its
authorized representative based on the recommendation of the Super-

visory Committee in reaction to one of the following:

1. If the procedures for forming the general assembly and the board
of the society have not been completed within the specified peri-
od mentioned in paragraphs (1) and (2) of Article 5 of this Regu-

lation.

2. If the number of its active members is less than 30, and the mini-
mum number of active members needed to complete its formation

did not join it within a year of the shortage.

3. If it violates its establishment decision or the provisions regulat-
ing it in this Regulation, the rules and regulations in force at the

University, or the rules and regulations, and instructions in force

in the Kingdom.

Article 8

When the academic society is dissolved - for any reason - its proper-
ties shall be transferred to the university at which it was established.

Article 9:

Upon approval of the transfer of the academic society from one uni-
versity to another, all of its properties shall be transferred to the uni-

versity to which the academic society was moved.
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the Board of the Society in accordance with the provisions of this
Regulation. The work of this committee ends with the convening
of the first general assembly and selection of the Board members
within a period not exceeding one year from the date of the issu-
ance of the decision to form the temporary founding provisional
committee. The committee shall submit a detailed report of its

activities to the General Assembly.

In the event that the General Assembly and the Board are not
formed within the period specified in Paragraph (1) of this Article,
the University Academic Council may extend the work of the tem-
porary founding committee for an additional period not exceeding
one year to complete the formation procedures. When the forma-
tion procedures are not completed within the specified period, the
Universities Affairs’ Council or its authorized representative shall
issue a decision to cancel the establishment of the academic soci-
ety based on the recommendation of the Supervisory Committee.
The University Council shall be informed of this action.

In Exception to the Condition Stipulated in Paragraph (1/D) of Ar-
ticle 10 Of this regulation. The first general assembly shall convene
with a number of not less than thirty members after their member-

ship has been accepted by the Professional Funding Committee.

Article 6

The Chair of the Board shall be responsible for managing the aca-
demic society, supervising its operations, and following up on the
implementation of the decisions issued by the Board or the General

Assembly.
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the provisions of this Regulation and in a manner that achieves

its goals, taking into account the following:

Clarity of the academic society’s vision, mission, and goals.

The goals of the academic society should be specific, measur-

able, achievable, realistic, and tangible.

The goals of the academic society shall be linked with the uni-
versity’s goals and mission, national goals, and the mechanism

for achieving those goals.
Envisaging the resources of the academic society.

The academic society’s headquarters shall be at the university
in which it was established, and the academic society may open

branches in other universities.

The academic society is established, dissolved, merged, trans-
ferred, and its activities suspended by a decision of the Universi-

ties” Affairs Council.

In establishing academic societies, the same specialization

should not be replicated at the same university nor at other uni-

versities in the Kingdom.
Article S

After the decision to establish the academic society is issued,
and until the General Assembly and the Board are formed, the
University Academic Council shall form a founding committee
of five members from which one will be selected to serve as
President. This committee shall undertake all the necessary pro-

cedures to complete the formation of the General Assembly and
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10.

Conduct academic studies for developing aspects of applied
practice.

Hold seminars, training courses, and workshops related to its
fields of interest.

Issue studies, bulletins, and academic periodicals related to its
fields of interest.

Participate in local and international exhibitions related to its

fields of interest.

Invite relevant scholars and thinkers to participate in the soci-
ety’s activities, in accordance with the regular procedures fol-
lowed at the university.

Organize academic trips for its members and hold academic

competitions in its field of specialization.

Conclude partnerships and agreements with local and interna-
tional bodies in accordance with the regular procedures followed
at the university.

Hold academic conferences and symposia in the field of special-
ization of the academic society in accordance with the regular

procedures followed at the university.

Chapter Three: Establishing, Dissolving, Merging,
Transferring, or Suspending Academic Societies

Article 4

The university may request the establishment of academic soci-

eties that operate and carry out their activities in accordance with
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Chapter Two: Goals and Activities
of Academic Societies

Article 2

The academic society aims at:

1.

Developing the academic, knowledge, and research aspect in the

field of specialization and working on advancing and revitalizing it.

Achieving academic communication among the academic soci-

ety members.
Providing academic advice in the field of specialization.

Developing the academic and professional performance of the

academic society members.

Facilitating the exchange of academic, knowledge, and research
production, and academic ideas in the field of the academic so-
ciety’s interests among the concerned bodies and institutions in-

side and outside the Kingdom.

Article 3

In order to achieve its objectives, the academic society shall do the

following:

1.

Conduct and encourage academic research and provide academ-
ic services and consulting.

Write and translate academic books in its field of interest and
other related fields.
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Regulation on Academic Societies in Saudi

Universities

( Chapter One: Definitions )

Article 1

The following terms and phrases used herein shall have the meanings

assigned thereto unless the context requires otherwise:
Academic Society

A non-profit academic society specialized in one of the branches of
academic knowledge established at the university that includes a

group of specialists and those interested in the field of specialization.

Supervisory Committee

A committee formed in accordance with the provisions of this Reg-
ulation that supervises academic societies in universities and reports
to the Universities Affairs’ Council.

The Board

The Board of Directors of the Academic Society

Field of Specialization

The main specialization in which the academic society is named and

its related subspecialties.
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Kingdom of Saudi Arabia 09‘ - : g
Council of Universities’ Affairs i . | »

General Secretary

Your Highness/Your Excellency, The University President

The Council of Universities' Affairs reviewed at its (seventh) meeting
held on 17/9/1443 AH the General Secretary's memo including the
request of His Excellency, the Chair of the Council of Universities'
Affairs, to review the rules previously issued by the Council of
Higher Education and Universities in order to maximize the benefits
of the University Law. Among the rules suggested for review are
those governing academic societies in Saudi Universities.

Accordingly, the General Secretariat of the Council worked on the
proposed regulations and presented it to the Council of Universities'
Affairs, which ultimately adopted the following Resolution No.
7/7/1443 AH:

1) Approving the Regulation on Academic Societies in Saudi
Universities as in the version attached to this Resolution.

2) Universities must amend the status of existing academic
societies in accordance with its provisions within orne year of the
date this Regulation enters into force.

Please take notice of this Resolution and direct those who are tasked
to complete the necessary steps toward implementing the regulation
and acting in accordance with it.

Best regards,
Secretary General of the Council of Universities Affairs
Dr. Mohammed bin Abdulaziz Al-Saleh
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